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WORD OF PEACE, 


FROM 
The Pxzincs of Peace, 
To THE | 
Sounas of Pu 66 
Wherein 14 ſrewed ; 


How CnR1 5ST procuteth , declareth, and ap- : | 


plieth Peace unto His people. 
T ogether , with the fruit and excellency of this 


Deace. 


To which are annexed , ſome Conſiderations 
trending to Unity amongſt the people 
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WORD OF PEACE, 


FROM 


The Pxincs of Peace, 
ToO-TH# | 
SoxNEs of PErackg. 


wherein 7s fhewed ; þ 
How Cn 15T procuteth , declareth, and ap-| 
plicth Peace unto His people. 


T ogether , with the fruit and excellency of this 


<P CACE, 


To which are annexed , ſome Conſiderations 
tending to Unity amongſt the people 
. of G 0 | D. 


CC__ 


on —— — 9 —— 
” VS ES oo. eee rs 


—  - i - 


By ſo 1 H N Mas CH, 2 Servant of | 
 Feſws (OÞritt. A | 
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Ephcl. 2. 14. | 
He 1s our Peace Who hath made both na hath 


broken doWn the midale Wall » if partition be= W 


IWeen 245. 


Le O N D ON, Printed by for Giles Calvert * - | 1 i 
dwelling at the Black $ Shred harth at the | 
Welt-cnd of Pauls. 1646, 


—— 


DO 


EL 


— ut. +.4.4.- 


—_ -= ” nr" ——_ 
ae; ” = vs tte > = 


| ShRBBEEDIE 
| TotheReader. | 


Ow ſweet i any thug of Peace 
in 4 time of troublie, and words 
ſpoken thus are as Apples of 
gold in piQures of ſilver , a»d 
if we had, had more words ſpokenof peace, 
and of the peace of feſnus Chriſt , we had 
enjoyed more of the fruits of it, then We yet- 
ſee': There is one thing I can commend in 
it,that there is net that vain Philoſophy, 
ard enticing Words in it that abound in 
7141) , and the ſpirit of God may be ſooner 
heard ſpeak tu Writings of this kinde , ther: 
in.any ether , the leſſe muddy the waters 
| of life run, the more pure and refreſhing 
are they ; Thus much IT can ſay of the 
Author, that he loves the ſame peace he 
writes, and What truth he reveals to the 
world, he doth it as I am per{Waded, -a- 
| ther from the Word, and conſulting with 
that ſpiritWhich teaches truth, then with 
any other. 


Joun SALTMARSH, 


b The Preface: 
| | Appineſle is t'.c deſire of every rea- 


ſonable creature , to the attaining 
of which he uſeth his'natmoſt endeavor; 
and according to mens feverall concei- 
vings wherein happinefle is robe hadyſo 
they rake ſeverall ways for the atraining 
of it : one man thinks happineſle js tobe 
had in much knowledge of natural 
things, and therfore he indeavoureth af= 
ter it by his ſtudies and ſearchings: ano- 
cher in pleaſures , 'and therefore {eeketh 
afrer that : another in honour and 
therfore ſeeketh after mens praiſe and 
places of preterment:another placeth his 
happines in heaping up riches, treaſures. 
of gold and filver, and thinketh if he can 
attain to much of this,then he may(with 
chat man in che Goſpel ) reſt himſclt 
there,and promiſe himſclf happines 1n 1ts 
enjoyment:theſe ſeck after happines,bur 
all theſe ſeckings yeild them nor fatisfa- 
&ion, cannot bring them unro happines 
which they ſeek: Tais Sc{cmmon expericn- 
ecd,who had the enjoyment of thele and 
the good which they could bring unto 
him, but found no happineſle in chem ; 
. having made his belt criall of them all, 
he telleth us what his experience had 
found them to be; All is vanity and vexa- 
A tion of ſpirit, nothing lefle then happines 
4 tobe found in cthem': andno Wonder, 
| | | hand 
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_ The Preface. ; 
hoyy can a carnall,t; ling good,bring ha- 
pines to a ſpiritual andeverlaſting ſoul? 
that wherin the ſoul muſt have happines 
muſt be a good ſutable to.jt;abpve, not 
beneath it,ſormething beyond which the 
ſoul cannot deſire:now the defires of the 
ſoul are very large , nothing but that 
which is infinite can ſatis fie them , and 
therfore nothing but God.( who alope is 
infmite) can be the ſouls happincs, ke it 
is that 1s the chict good of the ſoul , the 
center whither the ſoul having attained 
reſteth wich ſweet content, being abſo- 
lutely kappy,having nothing that poſſi- 
bly it can defire more,enjoying all in him 
in infinite perfetion. Now fin hath ſet 
a diſtance between God & ſinful ſouls,8& 
hath made him appear in enmity againſt 
ſinners , and if this diſtance be not made 


up.if this enmity be not taken away,the 


ſoul cannot come to enjoy happineſle in 
God who alone can make it happy, then 
the ſoul can look for nothing but milſe- 
ry;nothing bu confuſion. I have endea- 
voured therfore(though in much weak- 


nefle)to ſer Feſvs (Chriſt before you, ma- - 
king up. the diſtance between God and 


his,being a way for them to come to the 
father , a way to lead then to eternall 
happineſle, having ſlain the enmity , ta- 
ken away fu, and purchaſed Peace and 
reconciliation for His, The 
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The Authors Epiſtle - 
to the Reader. 


Hat here i preſented 
#nto thee in thu little 
el Book, I hope thou ſbalt 
Yep! firde to be no other then 

Bl :r«uth,though notin the, 
== oy words of mans wiſe- 
dome : Such as it is 1 preſent it unto 
thee , deſiring thy favourable conſtru- 


Clion ; that thou Wilt look at truths to live 


in them, not at the Writers aefefts to cen- 
ſure them, If thou reap any benefit by 


theſe my Weak endeavonrs, praiſe him 


- who chuſeth: the weak things of the 
world, and pray for him, whe 1s 


28 SEGO...,. - 


Thune mn the Lord, 
F H 
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PCACCs * 
1 E F 4 Chrif being Gal dj 
Ml ' with the Father procu- 
reth Veace for His bovis 


God; (hrift the is of God, on the 
Wiſdome Tg Pelus Chriſt is the Wiſe-.. 
dome of < 4d from all erernity fore-ſeeing ** 
all things that ever ſhould.come to paſſe, 4 


x Con 


| ippojnring, before all; time, ; that whych . 


ſhould come to paſſe, 1A tame ; a! things 
"_ ee A open in his e924 calling 
B 
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[ 8: AWorDp of Pgacs. 
| things that art net,as if they Were, Yeſur 
{E Chriſt thus fore-ſeei! 7 RroiteP Kle | 
by ſceth miſerable man falln from that glo- + 
riots and happy condition in which he 
was created,by the inſtigation of the Di- ' 
vel finning, and by fin at enmity againſt 
his Creator : having fore-feed all hap-- 
pineſſe, and in himſelf plunged himſelf 
intoall miſery : he ſeeth that Divine Ju- 
ſtice was offended, and mult be farisfied, 
or elſe. as man by ſinne had an enmity in 
him againſt Goazand a contrariety to God: 
ſo God mult bean Enemy to Man being 
a ſinner,and Man being in himſelf unable 
to. ſatisfte infinite Jultice, divine Ven- 
cance would fall upon him everlaſting- 
ly, without an infinite fatisfation : God 
in ?eſ#s Chriſt ( or in his infinite wif- 
dome ) ſeeing man having made by his 
 finne ſuch an infinite diſtance in himſelfe 
berween Ged and himſelf, in the fame 
wiſdome { which alone could) provideth 
3 way by. which this diſtance ſhall be 
made up,and the enmity be.taken away ; 
\-,-* by which God ſhall be recenciled unto 
Mzn,. and Man unto God: and thoſe 
which were Enemies to God by evill 
' works, ſhall of enemics be made friends, 
E pheſ.i,4, of reb#ls hilfren” by adoption. Acrcor- 
fo © ding as hath choſen us in him before the 
foundation of the World, that We fel be 
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0: Bfchildren by Feſus Chriſt anto himſelfe. 
he £Godin Chriff from all eternity choſe his 
j. Juito himlelf,was well pleaſed with rhem, 
@& preſenting them ' in 7eſs (hrift- unto 
>. himſelf perfefly holy and righteous; his 
If EWiſdome or Jeſus Chriſt offering an in- 
- |Yfnite ſatisfaion to Nivine Juſtice ; of - 
{, Ffcring himſelf ro rake away finne that 
n would make the diviſion ; offering him- 
{; {lf croſtand as mans ſurety,in hisſtead to 
g ſbcar the weighr of divine vengeance 
& E which Man out of Chriſt muſt bear : he 
- pur hamſcif berween God and Man as a 
- E middle perſon and ſo made peace for his : 
4 © fo that all che enmity, all the wrath and 
- diſpleaſure that mighc have been in God 
s I zgainſt chem being ſinners, is altogether 
2 | taken off from them, God is from alleter= 
e © nity well pleaſed with them, as if there 
1 | had been no cauſe of diſpleaſure, all his 
2 | thoughts are thoughts of Love, Mercy, 
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' A WorD of PEACE. 


Wnly ard withour blame before bims in love. 


Having predeſtinated us unto the 


and free Grace in eſis Chrif# towards 
them : (hri# having taken all upon him- 
{{lf, God looketh upon him as the ſmner, 
who muſt ſuffer for the finner the wrath 
of God, which the ſinner ſhould have ſuf- 
fered in his own Perſon to all eternity. 


Ba Chrif 
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A Worp of PEAcz, 


4 hiſt God and Man, meritins Peace, 
* As (brift being the wildome of the 


Facherfby his providence procured peace, 


for his, ſo being both God and Man joy- 
ned together in one perſon, by- his merits 
he defcrved peace being our Mediator, 


( brift his God-head patting Worth tmto by: 


ſafferings to procure Peace. 

If Feſs ( brift had beene onely -Man, 
though he had been holy, and righteous 
without f nne, yet 1t had not beene of 
worth and excellencic,his righteouſnefle 
to fatisfie for our unr 1hteouſnefle , his 
death roſatisfie for our ſ1:s: but now bee 
ing God, this putteth a worth, an exce]- 
kency,arnd infimceneſſe into all ; his righ- 
teouſnetle, 1s an infinite righrcouſnelſe ro 
fatisfie for our unrighteo uinefle : his 


obedience an infinire obcdience to 


{fatisne for our diſobedience ; his 
death and ſafterings of an infinite value 
to take away the cuilt and puniſhment 
of the fins of all his:this maketh his me- 
rits of an infinite value to purchaſe 
peace for his people,to appeaſe the infinit 
anger of an infinite Goa ; and except this 
infinitenefſe kad been in the doings and 
ſufferings of {hrift, there had been no 


Peace, the wrath of God had not beene | 


ralicn away, becauſe the ſatisfaction had 


not been ſuirable to the offence; the of- 
Fence was infinite, being agaipſt an inf1- 
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' A Wars of Prics: 


nite. Grd juſtice was uniinite which was * 
ofterided, and muſt have an infuare a 
1ST. Hjoir, 
o MChriff 5:5 Goa-head 7 upportineg his mans 
| bood in proc 11117 See & 
* 'The Godhead of Chriſt as it pur worth 
Wani inhoiteneffe inco the doings and 
ff-riogs of Chriſt, fo ir ſupporccd tis 
Maii-: ood, tO andergocghat Whit caulk 
be ut \dergone, if Peace and reconiCiitatl- 
on were wrought ; if he had been onely 
man , how could he beare thac which 
(tandine 3 in the perſon of all tbe Bic) 
Bi was co bearezhe was to beare all their 
\ Wis as it he alon e had beene the inner, 
 Bifone mans fm be cnough to pretſe tra 
 Moawne to eternall deſtruction , how. 
ſuch more the finncs of fo many being 
- Fd upon (Þrif, if he bad beene or dy 
 Fmnan,God Laying #} hon hins the iniquities 9 j Ifa, 53.6, 
wall | 
He was to beare the wrath of God 
Which was duc to man, which is a buz- 
ten to0 heavie to be borne b y any meer. 
man, it would preſſe him downe to c- 
(laſting deftrufkion; who coald beare 
the wrath of the Lind ? who could un- 
er20c che indignation of the Almighty? ler.1o-10. 
x1 ole Wrath the earth trembleth, and 
the 22tior5 arenot able to beare his indix- | 
Mon ; ; it the carth crembie at the wratl 
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. God and obtained peace for them. 


 madehim a mighty Saviour, mightie! 
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A Worp of Pracs. 
of the Lord and the Nations cannot a- 
bide- his indignation, how much leſſe 
ene meer man : Chriſt muſt undergo 
the wrath of Ged , or man could not 
have peace, becauſe if not farisfied in 
Chriſt, if not fully borne by him,it mult 
needs . fall upon man who was the 
finner ; but Teſus (hrift being Gu 
had an infinite gong in him, to un- 
dergoe Gods infinite wrath, and he went 
forth in this ſtrength and might of his 
bearing the whole wrath of God due to 
the ſins of his people, and ſo ſacisfid 


He was to overcome: Satan, to brea 
the head of that old Serpent, according 
to that promiſe, the ſeed of the Woma 
ſhall br eak, the Serpents head ; and hoi 
could he have overcome ſuch a powe! 
full enemy if he had not been God? 
' He was to die, and yer muſt not 
overcome of death, but muſt overcon! 
it; this he did being ſupportrd by tt 
God-head.Thns the God-head of Chri 


{ave his people, and to purchale pet 
and reconciliation for them, 

(brist as man procuring Peace. 
| What had it beene to the peo 
Chrift if he being God alone had de 
mfinicely holy, infinitely righteous, wi 

| Co ER 
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MM. cc whole law themſelves in their own 


Tt ak 
nitely full of all perfe&ion ? he might 
have been ſo and they have had no bene- 


| fir, he might have been fo and yet no 


peace have been purchaſed for them.:/ or 
if he had topke upon him the nature of 
Angels, and in that nature had ſuffered 
ſomething , what benefit, what peace 
had been wrought for his people by this 
his ſuffering ? ſome bens indeed by: 
might have redounded unto the lapſed 
Angels , but not unto man : man had 


ſinned & man mult ſuffer far ſin,man had Heb r's, 


deſerted the wrath of the Lord, and man 6. 
maſt beare the wrath of the Lord. ſe» 
ſus, Chriſt rooke upon him our nature 
fleſh and blood, wot the nature of Angels, 
but theſeede of Abrahams. Jeſus Chriſt ta- 
king upon him fleſh and bloud onr na- 
ture , and in that nature fulfilling all 
righteouſneſle for us, undergoing the 
wrath of God tor us; his doings and ſuf- 
ferings became.communicable unto thar 
nature;his righteouſneſle tobe our righ- 
reouſneſle, his obedience, our obedience, 
his death and ſufferings in our nature, 
ours ; and fo the peace of Chrift procy- 
red in our nature, to, be our peace : and 
thus Chriſt in his life having fulfilled all 
righreouſnefle, having perfectly. fulfilled 
the whole law of God, Gad looketh up- 
on believers in him, as. having fulfdled 
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Sar A'Worn'of FSNCH --- 
pexiviis;; as perfectly holy,” and fo in 
Chyift having fulfilled all which God te- | 
quireth, God is not,yea cannot be offend= «. 
ed with them, he'cannot but be at peace 
with and reconciled” to them in Chriſt, 
Againe, as Chriſt ' his Man-tvod made 
his doings and {ufferings communicable 
unto that nattre for purchaſing their 
rec 40 'it- brought him intro a polht- 
Dility of -death, which mutt be under- 
gone if peace were procured.”- 
+: Chriſt by aeath procuring Peace. 
-: Divine Juſtice could: not ' have been 
ſatisfied without mans death or an 0- 
thers'ſtanding in mans ſtead, 7eſzs 
-Chriſt raking: npon him our nature, and 
in our nature {uffering death for us, hath 
by this his death procured peace be- 
-tweene God and us : He hath made 
peace by the'bloud of his Crofle, thoſe that 
"Were alienated and enemies in their minde 
-'by evill Workes, he hath'nov> reconciled in 
the bogy of his fleſh through death , and 
hath preſentedns holy, and unblameable, 
and unreproveable in 15 fight; Tt Jelus 
- Chrilt had nor dyed,” had"not ſhed his 
"'bloud, he had nor procured peace for his, 
ae for Without. ſhedding of blobd there is no 
remiſſion of ſin, and withourtemiſſion of 
ſm\'rhere can be-no peace. Bur” Feſ#s 
Chriſt hach'died tof tis ; he hath yd 
VO 38. 02, COT3SHTONT, WELSH 11 Lode 
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Col. 1,2 0, 
21,22. 


Heb. 9 
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A WorDp of Pxacs. 
| frrepe'; and {o hath reconciled them un- 
to God, hath made peace tor them by the 
bloud of his Croil:; nach preſented them 
holy and anzameable unto Gods | 
Chrilt by un tergoi 10 Wrath, 
es Procurrig Peace. _ 
God 4s io mnuitely diſpleaſed with 


fin; tlc his wrath mult come upon the 


{1nncr,pon the children of diſobedience, 8 Epheſ: 5: | 


be ſatisfied upon them, if it had-not been 
borne by another in their ſtead, and fo 
without bearing of the wrath of God, 
Peace could not have been procure; but 
Chriſt raking upon hin mans nature, 
and in that nature undergoing wrath for 
his, hath by it procured peace for them. 
7eſus Chriſt tooke upon him our 1ins 


bearing them in his own yerſon,and fo ta- 


king them from us, he turned all wrath 
which mighr have come upon us for (in 
upon himiclt, and he was looked upon 
as the ſinner ; and fo he was broken of 
God that day the Lord made him an offer - 
:ng for fin, bearing our iniquities, the 


chaſtiſement of our peace being upon him. 1cz. 5 32 


Gods jultice parſuecth him, the wrath of 
the Almighty was ſo hot upon him that 
it made him (though ſupported by his 
God-head )in an agony or bitter wralſtle- 
ig and contention with it, and in this 

—_ 
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A WorDr, of Prxacs. 
Agony and contention to ſWeat, and that 


44 


God was ſo bitter againſt fin, and him 
ſtanding in the perſon, and bearing the 
ſins of his ele&,that he ſeemed to forget 
that he was his Sonne, and to withdraw 
himſelf from him which was his onely 
| beloved, which maketh him cry out in 
Math. 27. the bitternefle of his ſoule, my God, my 
4%. © Goa, Why haſt thon forſaken me, And yet 
all this is not enough; divine juſtice per- 

ſecuteth him {till and never leaveth him 

till he had reſigned np his ſoule into the 

Math. 27. hands of his Father, breathing our his 
_ life ' upon the Crofle : all his former 
ſtriving 'and ſtrugling with the wrath 

of God was not enough, he had taken up- 

on him the purchaſe of our peace, and 
 Godwill not abate him (as we niay ſay) 

one farthing of the. price, the utmoſt of 

the wrath of God muſt be ſatisfied in his 

death, that ſo he might pay a full price 

tor peace which he purchaſed. And here 

we may by the way obſerve, the odious 

and hurtfull nature of fn, in that it made 

Chr bearing it for us onely as a ſurety 

ſtanding in our ſtead, to feele ſuch a 

weight and keavie burden of the wrath 

of God upon him : ſo hatefull as to make 

the Lord ſhew himfelt in ſuch a way as 


LuK, 22. no ordinarie ſweat but drops yea great 
arops of blond falling to the ground. Yea, 


if 


\ 


A WorD of PzAacsn. 
if he had hated his own beloved Sonne, 
cauſing him to ſhoote his arrowes at 
him ſo hurtfull that it made thearrowes 
of the eAlmightie (tick faſt in him , and 
prevaile to the ſevering of 'his ſoule and 
body : and it may teach us to hate and 
abhor ſin, which is {6 hatefull to God, 
and of ſuch a hurtfull nature ; bur this 


Z by the way. (bri#t having thus in eur 


nature ſuffered for us, and God (having 
thus looked upon him in our ſtead) 
powred out all his wrath, having ſeex 
the travel of his ſoule and beene ſatisfied 
in him for his, all wrath in God to his 
1s taken away, there is no furie to be 


powred ont upon them, all is already 


poyred ont upon Chriſt : ſo that as God 
out of Chriſt-cannot but be an enemy 
to ſinners becauſe juſt, ſo in Chriſt he 
cannot but be reconciled to his, and be 
at peace with them becauſe juſt : juſtice 
requireth net adonble farisfa&tion, ju- 
ſtice denyeth not the thing purchaſed 
ro the party tor whom 1t is purchaſed, 
if it do it ceaſeth to be juſtice and be- 


cometh jnjuſtice : ſo Chriſt having 


vndergone the wrath of God for his, 
God having powred out all wrath npon 
him which was due to their fins, have- 
ing received from him a full price for 
the purchaſe of peace, if God ſhovld 
pow bc angrie with his, Chriſt having 
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A WorD of PEACE, 


- reconciled them by the.bloud of his- 


crefſe, if his indignation ſhould now 


riſe azainſt chem he ſhould rhen ceaſe 


to he juſt, which far be it from us once 
co iinagine,or to have ſuch a blaſphe- 
znous thought 1n our kearts. 


| God at peace with hus though fixning, 


'F-4, $0, 


Some it may be may objeR;are not 
the deareſt of Gods children finfull ? 
haye they not finne iathem?2and doth 
not God ſee this fiine? and if he ſe 
this finne, doth he not hate it? and 
how. then can he þe at peace wich 
theme 

True,the People of Ged have ſinne 
in them,in ſeed,and in aGt; in feed ha- 
ving alaw in their members, a corrupt 
nature,a body of death : in aR, theſe 
ſeeds breaking out in their lives,hin - 
dering them in good, the good they 
Would, they do net, making them 
commit ſing rhe ewill they would not, 
tvat they ds; God feeth this, for no- 
thingcan be hid from his eyes ; 29d 
ſeeing hateth it, being con: rer | to his 
pure nature : but yer for ail ti.is, fe is 
perfeRly at peace wich his prope, 
becauſe all their fens are looked upon 
23S being fully ſatisfied for, as before 
born by ChriFt upor rhe C: )fſe, ard ta- 
ken from them ; fo thac God looketh 


[} 's 
as 


AWoRD of PExAcs. 13 
not upon their (ins, ſoas ro make any 
devition between bim and then, ha- 
vizglnpured them before unto Chrift, 
and in Chrift having received a tall 
fartistaftion. Avd bere I conczive che 
p:ople of Ged may faile much in pray= 
ing for prrdov of finne, for if by par- 
don of finne they mezn manifeſtati-« 
on, that as God hath pardoned their 
fins in himſelf , fo he would manitett 
this ro themzthen they faile nor uſing 
thoſe words whick may exprefls their 
meaning:ot hers that joyn with them 
may becauſe of this their praying tor 
_ pardon of fin, look upon pardon of fin 
252 new at in God, as it he had nor 
done it already in Chriſt, and fo their 
Conſcs:uces being wear may be de filed. 

And if they pray for par1on asa thing 

ro bedone in God, which he hath nor 

done before,then they cannot pray in 
faich,and according to the will ofGod4 
praying for that which Gud bath re- 
vealed to be alrcady done, declaring 
himſelf w«4 pleaſed in Chriſt, that be | 
hath made peace by the bloud of his Col.r.2e, 
crafſe,that he bath born the f6ns of his e« 

left, liaving declared hims to be owr Ephel. 2, 
peace, to make us nigh by br bloud: 13,14, 

| none can be made neer to Ged, none 

can have Gedat peace with them, un- 


lefle 
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A Worxp of PrAcg.. 
lefle fin be pardoned, he cannot behold 
iniquity with approbation, he 15 a con- 
ſaming fire to ſinners looking upon 
them as ſinners : but God hath abun- 
dantly revealed himſelf to be well plea- 
ſed with his in (viſt, that they arc 
made neere by his blood; and therefore 
it muſt needs be, that their ſins are pat- 
doned, and therefore pardon of fun in 
the latter ſenſe, viz. as anew at 
in God, is not to be prayed for, 
but onely that God would ſhew unto 
us that he hath pardoned them. And to 
me they that pray for pardon as a new 
a& in God, do not onely faile but fin a 
grieveous fin though they be ignorant 
of the evill of it ; for by this they ſeeme 
to call in queſtion the juſtice of God, 
queſtioning the pardon of fin- which 
hath been fully purchaſed by Chriſt , as 
though God bad not done this, though 
Chriſt hath fully purchaſed it : or elſe 
ro call in queſtion the power, worth, 


and efficacie of Chriſt his death, as if it. 


were not efficacious for the pardon of 
his- peoples (ins, as if Chrift. had not 
done that (in takeing away his peoples 
fins) which ke undertooke : they ſeem 
to queſtion the truth of the word,which. 
ſheweth fin to be taken away , and 


peace to be wrought by the blood of 
LL FW "Os ',_ Chriſt: 
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A Worp of PACs, 
Chriſt : by this alſo they queſtion 
whether there be a poſſibility for them 
| to be ſaved, for if their ſins are not done 
away , if they are not pardoned, they 
ſhall never be pardoned, unlefle Chri/f 
come and die againe, which cannot be; 
Chriſt dieth no more; therefore if Chriſt 
have not before borne their ſins, they 


themſelves muſt beare them:thus much 


may ſathce to them, the evill of praying 
for pardon of fin as anew ad in God 
that we may avoide it, and practice 
prayer for the manifeſtation of Gods 
free love in pardening our fins, and for 
increaſe of this manifeſtation. 


God at Peace With, and lovins bis, Objef. 


though afflifting them. 

Some may obje& and ſay, doth not 
Gods dealling with his, ſhew him ſome- 
times not to be at peace with thei? 
doth he nor ſometimes ſevearly afflict 
them ? and why ſhould he fo afflict 
them if he were not offended with 
them ? 


God doth indeede afMiick” his Ani, 


people ſometimes, but the quarrell is 
not with them but with fin, he ha- 
ith ſin, and ſeeketh the deſtruction of 
lin, and afflieth his people, not in 
any anger unto them , bag in m—_ 
| ove 
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_ © A Word of Pzacy; 


love that he may, kill finne (chat work 
_ of Satan in them) Which he ſo hateth; 
whom the Lord low: th he chaſtiſeth; and . 


Heb.12.f, ſcour gerh every So Whom he receiverh. 


748. 


God 1n this dealeth with his as With. 


$oxs and doth it to this end, that rhey 


may be partakers of his holinefſe.Our ot 


kis love he aff ifterh them that ſinne 


may dye,and grace and holinefſe may | 
increaſe in their ſouls. We know ten-- 1 
der love and corre&ion may goe to-.. 
gether.in an Earchly Father towards 


his Children ; and ſo though God af- 


flit his People, yet he may and doth 
at che ſame time moſt tenderly love - 


them,and inlove aftiitecth them. 


C brift procured perfef peace, though | 


dying but atcmporall acath. 


But (may ſome objeRt) man by.ſin 
deſerved erernall death, how then 


could Chrift by his temporall death, 


fallv procare peace for his people ? 
Truc, 22 by ſinne deſerved eternal 


deach ; his offence being infinite be- | 
cawle againſt zn infinite God, the pu= | 
niſhmenr-muſt be ſuitable; & becauſe 
man being s haite Creature,could not - 


beare ſo great a, weight as Infinite 
puniſhmentztheretorse the infiniteneſle 


of . 


hd as 
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_ AWorp of Pxacx: | /' th 
of the puniſhment muſt be madeupin 
everlaſtingneſſe. It is true alſo, Chrift 
dyed buta remporall death : but. yer 
| by that temporall death .of his hath 
K procured perfe& peace for his People, 
BY becauſe of that infinite value his God- 
\head put upon his death: Chrif being 
' God,and taking to him the Manhood, 
& init ſuffering a temporall death;his. , 
being[God pur ſuch a worth and ex- 
.cellency upon that his temporall 
'death, that it was 2S much as if all his 
had ſuffered for their finnes everla- 
ſingly. f Son, 
(rift bis reſurrefion prrfeting © 


peace, ; 


If Chrift had not riſen from death 
peace had nor been wrought for usghe ' 
not being able ro overcome death fin- 
king under the power of ſinne and the 


wrath of God due to finne: but Chriff qc 


who was offcred'for our fins, ws rai- 
{d again by the power of his God- 
head,be was 10t left in the grave the hox 
ly ene of God ſaw not corrnptiov ; the 
bands of Death could not hold the 
Lord of Life, the Priſon of the Grave 
was not an Habitation for the Lord of 
Glory : he thus riſing again perfe&ed. 


—— 


38 AWorp of Pxacs., 
_ Juſtificationand ſo perfealy procured 
Peace for us, Rome4-25. Chriſt roſe as 
£4in {or our juſtificarion 4 it (uriff had / 
not riſcp again, there had been no jus 
ſificacion for us,we hed mort bin freed 
from fin,ang ſo there could have been 
no Pcace,1 Cor.t5 17. If Chriſt be not: 
' ri/en your Faith i valu, you ore yet in. 
your ſins. It Cbriſt be not riſen no frees. 
dome from finne, Faith is vain, and 
peace not procured : but Chrift us ri- 
ſen from the dead, verſ. 20. and being 
riſen,hath tryumphed giorioufly over WW: 
all the power of darknefle,over Satan, iz, 
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iy over Sinne; over Death, overall thar W;; 
| might hinder the peace of his peo- 

| ple, and hath bronght glory and immor- 
| zality to light,hath procured a glorious 

f peace for his people : he is riſen aid 


| kis people are riſen With him, from 
it death ro life, from a ſtare of enmity ro 
is a glorious ſtzte of reconcil:ation unto 
[| God in ( brsft. And now he is aſcended 
up into glory f::ing at tha right hand 
| of Goa, (Rom. 8.34,35- 83,4) offering | 
| up th+ prayers ot his people unto Geaz; 


Bib perfuming them with the ſweet in-\ I. 
mig cenſe of his merirs, and making them" I x 
| | acceptable. unto God : as before all\ t 
[| [71 time he preſented unto-God his ſuf- ' I 

{erings,in Une to be accompliſhed for.) JI, 


A WorD of PEACE. 
his : ſo now 1n our nature he preſent- 
| ech unto God that , which in our na» 
Mrure he hath done and ſuffered for the 
'Wrcocuremenr of our pcace. 


y 
[ Chrift declating Peace purchaſed, 


What comfort had been unto the 
people of God, if Jeſu Chrift had 
onely parchaſed peace, and had nor 
made knowneto the world this glo- 
rious purchaſe; that ſo his people (ee- 
ing their right in it mighr rejoyce; 
but Bow Chrifi having revealed ir, 
his people may have aboundant com< 
fort jn this gracious revelation ; and 
this Chriſt revealeth, either by-him=» 
{f, his word, or his meſſengers ſen? 
to vreach the Goſpel. 


Cbrift by himſelf declarivg Peace 


precere 0 


Firſt, Chrif# declareth peage procu- 
ied by himſelf, b:ing the meſſenger of 
the Covenant bringing the counſels 
of his Father concerning peace, and 
alvation from the boſome of his Fa-- 
ther, deciaring them unto the World: 


ju 


God in Chrift had given Grace and + Tim] ©; 
peace unto his if himſelf, or eternall 9.ts-- 


' mm 
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A Worp of PEAcs. 
purpoſe before the world began ; bil jt 
hath n0'v made it maxifeft by the appeal w 
rang of Chriff; Gods free leve | 
Chriſt was very dark unco the pee 
ple of God ia former times, they ſay 
lictle or nothing of the glorious peace 
wrought by Chr:/t : they had indeed 
ſome promiſes of a. ſeed, of the Woman, Ml {; 
that ſhould break the Serpents head Me 
of a [ced of «Abraham in whom alli { 
N ations of the earth ſhculd be ble fſed:M 
but they ſaw things darkely a far off: Wl y 
they ſaw types, and ſhaddoWer, [acrifi- Mii 
ces, and sffcrings for fin, the blood of 
bulls, and goates, and beepr, for at- 
tonement, Which yet were never able 
to take away fin, or in themſelves to 
make peace : but now Jeſus (krif 
himſelf appearing hath taken a way 
ail haddowes and carnall ordinances 
which were types of himſelf, whereot 

he 1S the ſalnefſe; and hath manifcſt- 
ed and broughr co light the glorious 
riches of Goa free grace, love, peace, 


= PL apes” pus wy» => went myo oo, WD 


and reconciliation ih himſelf, God ba- 


vixg ſpoken in theſe laft aayes unto 
by his Sovme; they before had types 
and ſthaddowes, but we the ſubſtance, 
the things themſelves in this better I 
Covexant by Chriſt reyealed': fo that i= 
vie way ſay as Chriſt of his diſciples. 
oa 


" A Wo xD of PLAC L. | 
if py «re our (e367 which ſee theſe things 
which we ſee, many prophets and righte- 


things and have not ſcene them : before 


ciled, upon peace to be procured: but 


=. = $——_—_— 4 —— LE — —— 


fatisfied, chat peace is procured, the 
enmity is taken away, yea God him- 
ſelf from heaven hath deelared him- 
ſelf well pleaſed in Chriſt When thax 
vide cams: from the excellent glory, This 
Wis my beloved Sonne in whom 1 am well 
{W picaſed. God did never before the 
DK coming of Chriſt in the fleſh declare 
himſelf co be thus well pleaſed ; bur 
now (Chriſt being come to f#/fl/ all 
righteonſne ſes to do the Will of his Fa- 
ther) was the time of Gods revealing 
bimſclf well pleaſed in him': now 
 Wpcace was: part of the Arged!s ſong, 


© WD, ww 
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glory to God ty the higheſt, on earth 


Peace, 


Chriſt difaring Peace in the. 
Gofpell | 


Jeſus Chriſt did nor onely- ſhew 
forth peace and reconciliation with 
God in himſelf by himſelf ; bur ſe- 
 Woondly, ke alfo- hath left unto vs a 


aus men deſiring to ſee theſe glorious ' 


they looked upon Goa as to berecon- 


now Chrift hath deciared .that God is 
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fat \thing! , Where they may aboun- 


A Worp of Pracr; 
word of Truth #»/pired by his pitil 
holy mcs of God writing as they Wer 
moved by the bolySpirit, by whichÞ. 
and in which he deciareth peace pro- 
cured, being his word filled full with 
offers of peace,and off:rs of free gra: 
in him, wherein are exceeding great & 
fr :c1o145 promiſes: theſe areas the letter 
of Chriſt unto his ſpouſe, ſealed with 
his own blood, cft:zring peace and re- 
conciliation unto his, offering him- 
ſelf unto them to be theirs, and rakes 
them to be his in neareſt relation of 
myſticall unjon : Therefore is it 
called the Goſpel or pled ridings, bring- 
ing the glad ridings of peace and re- 
conciliztion With Gods and'the Goſpel 
of Peace, and a Goſpel [peakirg Peatt 
by Teſws Chriſt; that is, it ſheweth 
forth peace berwcene God and his 
peoples purchaſed by Chriſt ; that 
God is reconciled to his, and Jeſus 
Chriſt is that way by which he 1s re- 
conciled\, that condair-pips whercby 
God conveyeth his tcefrace unto his 


people : here Chriſt offereth himſelt 


and all things in himſelf unto his, 
Where he makerth unto them a fealt 


dantly fealt chemſelves, where -rhey 
may take their Portion, 


A Worn Of PEACE, 


{iſt declaring Peace by hu 
Me f:ngprs. 

Thirdly, Jeſfrs Chriſt declareth 
peace procured by his meflengers or 
miniſters which he ſzndeth forth 
from kiciſ-'f co preach the Goſpel 
of pzace, When CUarift by his death 
had overcoine death, and by his rc- 
furretion had glorioufly triumphed 
over the power of ſatan, had rccived 
all pover in heaven and incarth, he 
giveth a Commiſſion unto his diſci- 
ples to reach the Nations j not onely 
the Jews as before bur ail Nations,the 
partition wall being broken downe : 
and whac: this is they mult preach to 
the Nations, we may {ce Mark. 15.15 
Preach the Goſpil to every creatare. 
Chriſt ſendeth his diſciples to preach, 
and nor onely fo, bu: alſo he givech 
them comnand what ro preach, 
namely the glad timings of pexce in 
himſelf. And {till he giv-th gifegyun- 
to men for the work of the miniftrs* he - 
ing aſcend:d np on bigh, he hath ap- 
pointed them co bz 4 mexaes to bring 
his home unto him by the voyc2 of 
the Goſpel, and-to gathey the Saines 
inco viſthle unton in Chriſt, They arc 
tapreachth: glad tilings of peace, and 

C4 there- 
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"YA Word of PEACE. 
therefore their feete are. beagtifall, 
They 4re Embaſſadors for Chriſt ſpeak- 
ing in Chriſt his ſtead unto the peo- 
ple : and the word which from their, 


prince on whoſe errand they go) 


they are to ſpeak, the: mefſige deli- 
vered unto them from Chriſt their 
maſter is thz werd of reconciliation, 
They are to hold forth to the: world 
God reconciled to man, peace and at- 
ronement made by leſas Chrift, and 
ro pray menin Chrift hisftead tobe re- 
couciled unto God, that as God is at 
peace With them ſo they would be at 
Peace with God. 
As if a Prince ſhould have a com- 


| pay of rebels in his Kingdome, who 


have taken part- with kis bitcer and 
deſperate enemtes againſt him : bur 
yet for all this he loveth them, and is 
at pcace With them-: and whereas by 
the law. they could looke for nothing 
bur juſtice, nothing bur to be conſu- 
med for their rebellion, unlefke their 
peace were bought with a dear price, 
he himſclf payeth this price and pur- 


chaſeth peace for them : and not one- 
ly thus, but he ſendeth ont: his Em- | 
baſlidors unto them, from himand in 
his name to ſhew them that he is at 
peace With them, and what lie hath 


done 


rt. —_— 


AWorD of Þx&e | Fl 
done to purchaſe peace for them, that 


peace is now theirs for acceptance; - 


&to defire them ro be reconciled ants 
him. Thus it is betweene us and onr fa- 
viour; allby nature are rebels and ene- 


mies unto Chriſt, taking parc with his. 
deadly enemies the: divel & fin againſt 
himghe notwithſtanding the rebellion. 


of his, hath from everlaſting thoughts 
of love and peace untq them : and 
whereas without a great price peace 
could not be purchaſed; the righteous 
law requiring fatisfation, Teſus 
Chriſt payeth chis price, he fatisfieth 
the law, and purchaſerh peace for his 
with his own blood : and not onely 
fo ; bur ſendeth out his miniſters alſo, 
aS his Embafladors from him and in 


his name do. declare and publiſh 


p2ace, that he is reconciled, and his 
tather at peace, and what he hath 
done and: ſuffered ro purchaſe this 
peace,| to ſhew them that now peace 
is theirs for acceptance, reconciliation 
1s already - wrought, peace already 
procured, nothing is to be done on 
their parts but to believeir, and our 
of love te him who hath done fo 
much for them and is at peace with 
them, to lay downe their weapons of 
oppoſition, to delert the ſtandard of 
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A Word of Pracr; 
ſatan, and to come in unto him who 
is the capraine of their a'vartion, 
fighting under that baancr of love 
Which he hath diſplayed over chem a- 
Bainſt che world and its allurements, 
the ficſh with its aff-Rions and luſts, 
and againſt the dtycl, all which are 
the enemics of their ſalvation and 
Chriſt his Kingdome, This is the 
voice of Chriſt in the mouthes of his 
Miniſters declared peace purchaſed ; 
And thus Chriſt by himſelf his word 
and meflengers proclaimeth peace ; 
and chis declaration of peace is free 
roall, none are exempted from re- 
cciving his grace : he that cometh to 
ame ] Will in wo Wiſe caff off ſaith 
(orift; bo, every one that thirſfteth 
come-ye to the water and drink; And 
whoſoever will let him come and take of 
the water of life freely, This 1s the 
voice of Chrift, his word, and mefſen- 
gers proffering. peace, Chrilt, and all 
things in Chriſt freely unco all; che 
Goſpel of Chrift- is nor a fountaine 
_ up from any in Gods revealed 
Will b- | 


Chrift applying Peace to {15 


As Cnriff hath purchaſed peace 
| and 


A Word of PzAcs. 
and declareth this peace” purchaſed 
unto the world ; fo he applieth or | 
bringech' home this Peace unto the 1.0 
ſoules of his people, ſhewing them 7 
thelr part and intereſt in this peace Wn 
Which he hath purchaſcd for them : W | 
and chis he doth by a work of his Ws 

ſpiric in their ſoules ſcaling up, and e= - gl 

videncing uno chem by faie':, their | 

right to this purchaſe , therefore 15 " 
pexce reckoned amonglt the fraurof Gu | | 


the (pirit, this peace the Spirit wic- 
xeſſeth With our Spirits: the ſpirit of Rom. g, 
Chriſt witneſſeth peace to the ſoules 16, 

of his people, yea ſuch a pzace that 

they are become the ſonnes of God 

in Jeſus Chriſt, and becau/s they are 
Sownes, Gol "vaceth the ſpirit of his 

Sonne is their heart:, Wining their 
Sonſhip to, and peace with God : 

and chus peace 1s brought home to 

them, and their ſyulcs are comforted 

in it, All rhe while they heare of 

peace and love in God, of reconcilia- 

tion wrought by che blood of Carift 
deciared by the word, 2nd inef{cn- - 

gers of Criſt, and have rot faith M11 Ii 
wrought in them by the ſpiric of WEI! þ 
Chriſt co witnefle unto them that this Wil 
peace 15 theirs ; they may looke upon 
21] 48 2n others,not their own: they 
my 
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may looke upon themſelves as ha- 
ving no part or portion in this peace: 
they may ſay, tkue- here are glorious 
things ſpoken of, gracious promiſes 
made, happy peace procured, and 
happy and for ever bleſſed ate thoſe 
ſoules that haye an interelt in theſe 
glorious promiſes and this happy 
peace ; bu: what is this to me? 
though this may camfort the people 
of God, yet it is none to me, Fnot 
ſeeing any right I have to 1t> or por- 
rionin jt: Thus though Chriſt have 
purchaſed peace and declared this 
peace purchaſed : yet if ke by his ſpi- 
rit apply it not unto the ſoules of his 
people they may fit in aarkenefſe, they 
may have no comfort : but when 


ance Chriſt cometh and applycth this 


pcace vnte their ſoules, then this 
pc2ce is xz foule-comforting and a 
{oule-refreſhing peace unto them; 
ter ſoules are then enabled to di- 
{ccrne themſelves to have an intereſt 
in this peace, and ro receive abun- 
dant comfort. | 

If 2 poore begger ſhould under- 
and by reading in ſome hiſtory, or 
ticare it from ſome that have know-" 
icage of the thing by their travels, 
char there 1s abungarce of riches in 


m— 
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the I»diey, abundance of pearles, and 
precious ſtones, of mines of gold and 
filver which might abundantly fup- 
ply him in his poverty : what com- 
tort would this be unto him? he 
might think this 15 good indeed for 
thoſe rhat injoy ir, bur what is it 
to me ſecing I have no part or portt= 
on 1N it, My wants are never the nez- 
rer ſupplying, my poverty is never 
the lefl-, I may live and die a beggec 
for all theſe riches. But now if the 
Prince of that Ccuntry ſhould come 
nnto this begger and tell him, ſuch 
and ſuch rich mines cf gold and {il- 
ver are thine, fuch and ſuch rich ca- 
binets filled with jewels and preci- 
ous things arc thine, I have given 
them unto thee, or if ke ſhould bring 
oreat treaſures and give them unto 
this poore begger, then he might re- 
joyce in theſe riches, then he might 
ſee himſelf abundantly relieved in his 
poverty, Or what kad ic been unto 
this poore man, who in his journey 
from leruſalem to Jericho fell among 
theeves and was wounded ayd left half 
deadg to have one come to him, and 
tell kim that there. was oj/e and wine 
in the marker,” or that there Was x 
S4maritan that hal fom 
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A WorDp of Pxace. 
cure him? he might have lain there 
and died for all this , had not thar 
good Samaritan ceme and poWred is 
o7le aud wine for his curing. So what 
comfort to a peore foule that is 
rroaning under the heavie burden of 
ſin, apprehcndecth khimfelt to ſtand 
condemned by the law to eterna}] 
death for his rebellion againſt Gud, 
{-eth the law curſing him, condem- 
ning him to undergoe the wrath cf 
God, to beare the anger and indig- 


nation of the Almighty, the divell ag- 


oravatiog all again{t him: wkat com- 
fort (I fay) would ir be to him to 
read many precious promiſes in the 
worid,to heare any of Chrif his meſ- 
{engers {coming to him) to tell him 
of peace purchaſed, and reconciliati-' 
on procured by Chriſt, unleſs he 
could fee thar he had a part in this 
parchaſe ? he might fink under the 
burthen of his fins, he right ſeeno 
peace with his ſonle : Bur when Je- 
ſus Chriſt cometh unto rhe ſoule by 
his ſpirit, and ſpeaketh peace unto ty 
faith, poore ſoule be of good cheere, 
peace is thine, reconciliation 15 thine, 
T have ſhed my blood for thee, I have 
falfilled the law for thee : I have ta- 


ken away thy fins, I have delivered 
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thy ſoule from Gods wrath , I have 
taken all the diſpleaſure. vuporr my 
ſclf, there is. none ro be powred out 
upon thee : 1 have procured love tor 
thee, and peace for thee: I give my 
{:lf un!o thee, all the promiſes i the 
Goſpel are thine: when chus this 
cood Sawaritan cometh, and pow- 
teth in his ſuppling oyle, and diſtill- 
Jeth into che foule his ſoule-retreſk- 
ing Wine : then the ſoule recciverh, 
then the dreoping fpicits- are lifted 
up 'to comfort ; then the ſoule can 
looke upon Chriſt as its ſaviour ; up- 
on PEacc, AS1ts Peace: upon the price 
pay'd for peace as payed for it, and q 
upon himſelf as reconciled unco God 11 
by the blood of Chriſt : now the $i 4 
foule can rejoyce in his ſalvation ; he | | 
cn looke upon the word as Gods 18 
covenant with him, ſcaled unto him $410 
by bis ſpirit. By nature we are all I; 
deaf, and chough Chriſt declaratiye= 
ly ſpeak peace wirhour excepting a» = 1 
dy, yee tliey' are as words to a deaf | 
man, we regard them not," Wears {:#| 
pr to puc from us'the offers of peace, 3 
nd the divell will helpe forward this 'I40 

$2 us, cauſing our finrns to'make ſuck | l | 
ſound inthe eares ofour foules (if ji 
be feare We may looke after rhe wh! 


_ 
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wayes of peace) that ſomtimes hg 
drowneth the ſtill and ſoft voyce of 
the Goſpel,. and by his good will we 
ſhould heare of nothing but the af- 
frighting ſound of fin : but when 
Chriſt cometh with his ſpirit and 
boareth the cares of the ſoule, cher: he 
openeth our earesto receive inſtyutlion, 
we can heare the voice of Chrift 
ſpeaking peace unts our ſoules,. and | 
the eyes of our nnderſtandings being 
opexed, we are inabled co ſee ſomthing 
of that height, and bredth, and depth, 
#f the love of God which paſſeth know- 
leape. | 

Thus Chriſt applyerh peace pur- 
chaſed by his ſpiric, and this is net 
(like his declaration of peace) unto 
all, nos this is a jewill not for every 
one to tnjoy : xroken of hislove un- 
to his friends, his choſen ones, whom 
he hath choſen out of the world to 
be a peculiar people unto himſelf: 
many are called, few choſen : many 
have the Goſpel offered unto them, 
few heare it brought home with. 
power unto their ſoules, his feepe for 
whom he ſbed kzs blood are but few 1 
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Gods may receive their portion; : 
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What place faith hath in this 
\ 1 Poares ** 


% 


Without faith there can be no true 


bf his, giving joy ard peace in ah, 
yet this grace of faith is not che caute 
df our peace but only inour ſoules ap- 
prehenfions, 1t iS not that which 'ina- 
keth our peace,, but that by wiuch 
through the worke of the ſpirit of 
Chriſt we know peace to be wrought, 
and not onely to be wrought bur to be 
wrought for us. It hath no place in 
procuring peace from God for rhac is 
Chrilt alone that procureth this, he 
tred the Winepreſſe of his Fathers wrath 
alone, and he alone could : none could 
purcha{e ;peacc but- onely he, and no- 
thing muſt be joyned with him in this 
worke : Neither is it a cauſe of peace 
an act inus receiving Chritt into 


the ſoule whois the purchaſe of peace; ' 


for Chriſt - muſt come fir: into the 

foul and by his ſpirit work faith or it 
cannot be there, we are dead 11 our na- 
turall condition and it is God alone: 
mult quicken us and work any thing. 


A NV 


peace , 1t being that way by which « 
EChriſt covereth peace mro the ſoulgs 
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AWorp of Pxacs. 
that is good inus : qgaine if we hav. 
1104 Peace or be juſtified by faith as an a& inſſ 
it us applying Chrift,then we are juſtified 
|} by works, and by Workes foall no man 

living be "abified. and faith is oppo- 
{ed unto workes, the law of workes 
Tit. 3.5. tothe law of faith, Rom, 3. 27. 7h hy 


- 
. 
. 


| the Apoſtle relleth us we are j»ſfi h 
Lit: Rom. 3. freety by his grace, if it were four Ol of 
tt 24. faich then it were nor freely becauſe; 
qt Tir, 8. 7. there were ſomthing in us which wety in 
' ject. acauſe, and not all in God. Bur may Pe 
if ſome ſay doth. not the Scriptures fay y 
[ we are juſtified by faith Rom 3.28.N;. 
1 £nſ\v. Trae the Scripture ſaith we arc juſti- * 

fied by faith, and fo it ſaith We are jx- ſo 

tified by Workes, ſam. 2.24. and Rom, to 

3. 20. by the workes of thelaw ſhall, 


no; fleſh be juſtified in his fight , andF} ,, 
Jam. 2,14. cas faith ſave hhyz? this in- Y [4 
| cerogative of rhe Apoſtle is aſtrongJ,- 
I negative ,3s if he ſhould fay taith ca, 
not ſave him'; what juſtiheth @veth, Þ| 6, 
bur faith ſaverh nor, therefore uſtificth  (, 
net. How ſhall theſe ſcriptures bere-J 
conciled which ſeeme to contradidt I 
one another. I conceive thus they may || yy 
be reconciled and the queſtion an- yy 
{wered ; if we conſider a threefold ju- 
itificatzon in the fighr of God, in our 
pwn fight or to our apprehenſions, of 

WI 
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A WorD of Pzaczs: 3% 
$in the ſight of men :. in_the ſight of 
{God we are.onely juſtified by eſs 
| Chriſt, it is by his righteouſnefle thag 
Ewe ſtand righteous in God his ſight, 
Bind fo are accepted with him as before 
Eiproved ' We are juſtified inour own 
| fight by, faith, by which we ſee that 

we are juſtified in the ſight of God, in 
Tad throngh Jeſus Chrilt, and thus be- 
ing jnftified by faith, the ſoule hath 
Bptace wich God through feſns (brift, 
FN ojt of apprehenſion. of. juſtification 
TE vrought foricby Chriſt;ſo that in this 
Wheace faith hath rhe. place of an evi- 
DE ience or affarance given in nato the 
Þ foule, evidencing and aſſuring peace un= 
Fto it, we are not ſonnes becauſe we 
Þ tave the ſpirit of his ſonne,but becauſe 
re are ſonnes we have the ſpirir; and, 
this ſpirit. in us Witnefſeth With our ſpi- gn 8, 
fr that We are the children of God: and 1o. 
I whac this: ſpirits witneſſe is we may 
| (ce,r John 5 10. He that believerh on the 
Þ ſovne of God hath the Witneſſe in himsſelf. 
He that believerh on Jeſus Chriſt by a 
work of the ſpirit of God & caſting a- 
way all things in himſelf reitech alone 
pon him for lfe and Qlvacion, this is 
the ſpirits witnefſe unto his ſoule, that 
Chriſts , juſtification . and . peace by 
Chriſt are his, Againe, WE are jaltifiea 
wt. | n\ 
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in the ſight of men by workes , bl fl 
which they ſee our faith to be a tru] 1 
faith becauſe it worketh by love : and t! 
j thus faith and workes both juſtihic us h: 
"ro and yer none of both: make us  thdlf of 
it more accepted - with God ; For Gal 
dt accepted us and accepting chole us /to 
"qt Eph:f, r. himſelf in Chriſt before the wall 
[| 40 was, before we were, and therefore 
il! before we had faith or works to mak 
8 us accepted ; and he choſe us notfgr 
Th any thing he ſaw would be in us, go 
It he choſe us that we ſhould be holy; 
0}; good in Us is not any cauſe, but an 
|; fect of Gods love to us, and change & 
us. ( 


| | Chrift his love the cauſe, why he pur f 
; chaſed Peace for his. a 


As it was the free love of the father] r; 
to give Feſus Chriſt to purchaſe Peace,ſoPf] «: 
abundantly /oving thoſe who in them-ſſ fi 

' ſelves were of the Forld, no better then 
others that he gave his onely begottenff 
Epheſ.;.2 Sonze tor them. So it was the free love 

of Feſus (briſt to give himſclt to death, 
and to undergoe wrathzthar ſo he might 

Toh.1015 purchaſe PEACCe for his : none could takg | 
13, his life. from him he had-power to lay it 

aoWwne , Or NOT to lay it downe : This 
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ſhould teach us to admire the infinite 
love of 7e/us Chrift that he ſhould for 
the ſake of unworthy ſinfull creatures 
# hamble himſelfe unto death, even the death 
of the Crofſe : we would account it an 
exceeding love worth ad:niration, if we 
ſhould ſee a man ont of his love to his 
ove to his friend to lay downe his life 
for him , greater love hath no man then 
this ; but Chriſt abundantly magaified 
his love unto us, that While We Were yet 
mers, ( enemies ard rebels agaunſt 
him) he died for us ; on admirable love, 
that (rift ſhonld nor thinke his own 
precious blood too deare a Price to pay 
tor the ranlome of ſinners, not his owne 
life croo muCh to {pend to procure peace 
for his enemies, thoſe that were rebels 
againſt him : oh ler the love of Chriſt 
draw forth our ſoules unto Chriſt, let us 
fl 147 after hins who thus draWeth with the 
| cordes of love : ler us love him who hath 
| firſt ved vs, 'and out of love obey him 
T in every command of his that he ſhall 
FE reveale unto us to be his, lec not ſuch 


weak things as ' the ſcoftcs or {cornes of _ 


the world kcepe us from obedience, 
ſhall he ſpend his deareſt blood ? ſhall 
he willingly undergoe the heavie wrath 
of God, though fo bitter unto his ſoule ? 
ſhall he reſigne up his life ma ſhametull 
D 
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es well as painefull death upon the Croſl 
for us ? and ſhall the reproaches of the 
world keepeus from yeelding obedience 
unto him ? far be this from us ; Jet us 
not ſhew fo great unthankfulneſle unto 
fo gracious a Lord, let us not ſo evilly}* 
t requize ſo compaſſionate a Saviour : let * 
if us rather in the power of-Chrift ſo put h 
j on ſuch a reſolution as Paul had, to be h 
ready not onely to be bound,not only to be k 
{coffed at, andaccounted the off: ſcouring 
F of the World, but alſo to die for the name 
t of the Lord Jeſus. Let us endeavour to 
Hl know the commands of Chrif\, and 
"i L knowing practice according to knows 
br ledge ,love conſtraining us, 
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As Chriſt his free love was the cauſe 
14 why he layed downe his Life, and -un- 
derwent the wrath of God to pur- 
Chaſe peace. So alſo it is the cauſe why 
he cometh ro the ſouls of his declaring 
ts peace purchaſed for them. How 
| did Chriſt ftinde us when he came to 
| i worke upon us by his ſpirit ? he found 
I 225 1N ournaturall condition polated 3n 6xr 
i $/904, at enmity againſt him and his 
! wayes, the carnall minde being enmity 4- 
| 7. gainft 
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e4inſt Goa, he could fee nothing loye- 
y in us, but all loathſome: nothing thar 
could deſerve any favour from him , bur 
enough to draw from him his wrath 
and heavieſt diſpleaſure againſt us :; in 
this condition he came unto us,and wor- 
ked in us by his ſpirit, and brought 
home peace unto our fouls : we had 
hearts oppoſing peace, yet he was pleas 
ſed not to take notice of our op- 
poſitions, but go forward with his gra- 
cious work, though he were conſtrai- 
ned being merciful nnto us., even to ule 
violence. as it were in our lingering, 
plucking us out of that naturall condt-- 
tion in which we delighted , and would 
have continued, had it not been for his 
converting power; that we ſhould op- 
pole (/þri#t and his wayes,and take part 
with fin and Satan againit him, and yer 
thar Jeſus Chriſt in this condition ſhould 
come and work in us, ſhew us his re- 
conciled face, and ſeal up unto our fouls 
2 free pardon of all our rebellions , and 
contrary walkings againſt him ; what 
cauſe to move, or reaſon to per{wade 
him unto this , but his own free unde- 
ſerved love ?. This then may be for ex- 
hortation to thoſe, to whoſe ſouls feſr« 
Chriſt hath brought this glad ridings of 
Prace and reconciliation with God, to 
D 4 praiſe , 
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-praiſe and magnitie his name for his frei 


 goodneſle, Hach Chriſt ſo abundanth 


loved thee , as our of his love to give in 
ſuch a rich mercy unto thy foul,a mc rey 
to which if he had given thee a worly 
it had been a mercy not comparableyfor. 
get not tobe abundantly thaukfull for 
great a Mercy : conſider what a miſcra- 
»þle condituon thou hadit been in, had not 
Jeſus Chrift brought home this ſweet 
peace unto thy ſoul, having no afſurance 
to be freed fi om the curſe and condemn. 
ing power of the Law , from the wrath 
of God, and everlaſting puniſhments 
dane to fin , thou couldelt have had no 
found comfort or quiet in thy ſoul ; on 


the other ſide, confider the glorious be- 


nefits thou iyoyeit by this peace , by 
Chrift brought home unto thy ſoule, 
thoſe ſweet powrings 1n of love,and that 
glorious communion which thou now 
enjoyelt with thy God ; the excellency of 
which, thine own experience may bet- 
ter witneflc unto thee , then. my expreſ- 
{10i.S. Ny 

Christ hs peace, nopeace With ſinnes 

Hicherto we nave iccn Chriſt procu- 
ring peace, publiſhing this peace procu- 
red , apPiying it by his ipirit unto the 
fouls of his people, and the cauſe of 
all this io be tus free undelerved loves 1 
ſhall 
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thall endeavour now to ſpeak ſomethirig 


to {hew what this peace is which Chritt 
procureth for, and applyeth to his. And 


firſt negatively what it is not. -Firtt 


Chrilt his peace is no peace with, or in, 
{fin: no, this is the enemy with which 
Chriſt can never have peace, which he 
{till haterh being of purer eyes then to be- 
held iniquity with allowance : and as he 
hateth fin, fo he will have his people to 
hate it too : this 1s that Amalech with 
which they muſt have war for ever: this 
is that curſed Canaanice with which 
they muſt makeno league, which they 
muſt proſecute to its ucter deſtruction. 
When CHR15$T cometh into the {oule 
to worke there, to ſhew the ſoule what 
he hath done and ſuffered for it, he 
changeth the ſoule, and conformeth it 
unto himſelf, fo that as he hateth ſin, ſo 
che ſoule hateth it , and ferteth it {elf 
againk it indeavouring the rooting 
out, of it ſelf : there is a new 
principle put into them, the grace of God 
hath appeared and taught them that deny- 
ng ungodlineſſe and Worldly luſt , they 
h1nld live holily, righteouſly, and godly, 


fight againſt fin, and labour after holi- 


nefſe: che more they {cc of the free grace 
of Gop in Jusvs Cunisr, the 
more are they carrycd againſt fin : and 


che 
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the more drawn out. to Chriſt, the 


practiſe ſoin affeRion : Chriſts love to 
them . conſtraineth them to love 
Chriſt. , cheir love fo Chriſt, con- 
ſtrainecth them to hate fin: love 
draweth , the ſoul runneth, if fin 
lie in his way , he will endeavour to 
trample it under his feet, While the 
oule is in a narnrall condition it can go 
on in fin, rejoyce in ſin, love fin, have 
peace in and with ſin,delighting to wal- 
tow in the' myre of ſin : now the ſtrox 
9243 hath poſſeſſion of the howſe the foul, 
and his goods are ix Peace, fin is unme- 
leſted, the ſoule is at quiet going downe, 
the ftreame of lin unreſiſted, and this 
becauſe there is nothing of Chriſt in his 
workings there : but when Chriſt com- 
eth in, when the ftronger then this {trong 
man catereth,then beginneth the war & 
Cconcention ; Chriſt plucking the ſoule 
out of the hand of ſatan,and ſatan (trive- 
ing-co keepe that hold which he had 
in che ſoule : there is corruption war- 
ing againſt grace, and grace againſt cor- 
ruption,: the Law in the Members War - 
eng againſt the law of. the minde ; the flelh 
fighting anainſt the ſpirit, and the ſpirit 
againſt the fleſh, and th:ſe t\vo are contra- 
ry one 40 another : there 8 now two - 
, the 
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the ſouleof two diſpoſitions,and fo can- 
not be withqut contention. 3 when Re- 
heccah had two manner of people in her, 
there was a contention, a riving and 
ſtrugling, when fire and water come to» 
gether there is 'No peace, bur ' ſtrive- 
ing one: 'againſt an; other untill one 
have the upper hand of the other-- 
fo it is when Chriſt cometh, bring- 
ing his peace into the ſoule by his ſpirit, 


the fleſh 'and ſpirit (which is now dif- 


cerned by its workings) being ſo.con- 
trary one to another cannot be at peace 
cogether, but the fleſh will ſtrive, and 
the ſpirit will fight, and'there will be no 
peace untill the fleſh be conquered and 
ſubdued unto the ſpirit. ' Thus Chrift 
bringeth wars and concention againſt 
{11 into his peoples (oules, nor peace : he 
that can ler fin be in his ſoule with al- 


unto that ſoule , that peace which is 
there is the devils, none of Chriſts. 
. Chriſt bis Peate no Peace in the 
| | Fporld.. 4397 8 
What peace the peaple of Chriſt have 


4n the world, ic is from CEriſt they have 


it, it is from him they enjoy peaceable 


Chyt 
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and quiet lives under Magiltrates by Pro.8.ry, 
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Chriſt (who 5s the Wiſedome/of God) 


"Kings rene and Princes decree juſtices 


he is the auchor of thoſe civiil comimu- 


'nions,thele jaſt jawes and decrees which 


are made amon;{t* men for preſerving 
peace and wity 7 withour him fin had 

rought all uno ana:chy and confaſion, 
there had been no pcace in the'earth: ſo 
Chriſt being the anchor of that order 
awviich is in the earth, and therefore of 
that peace which thereby foiloweth, 
what pcace his people enjoy by it he is 
the'auchor of it, it 1s in and from him 
they enjoy ir: this is a peace , bur not 
the peace which they enjoy from Chriſt: 
no, bis peace 1s a more {pir;tuall peace, a 
peacce' of a more excc ilznt natare : as his 
Kingdome , fo his peace is not of this 
worl, not earthly bur hegvenly,not with 
creatures , but with the creator : 'peace 
mm ithe world :is of too low. a nature te 
be chat which Jeſus Chrift giverh unto 
his people as 4 chiefe- treaſure , 'being a 
peace in compariſun not worth regar- 
ding , a peace which when Chriſt ſeerh 
good may be Eaſt:in over and above une 
to his people for their eutward comfort, 
bur ' not that peace which he! giveth in 
unto them for' their {oules ſapport : this 
15 a-bleſling' which he giveth- unto his 
cteatures as his creatures;. but not a pe- 
LAX LLIAT 


A WorDr of PrAcy. 
culiar blefling for his peculiar people : 
no; Chriſt ſeemeth rather. to ſpeak war, 
and contention unto his people tromithe 
woil4 ; -forerelling them that . inthe 
world they. ſhall have tribulation though 
in him peace : Yea thoſe of the neereſt 
rclations-thall ſer themfelves againſt his; 
. the Father ſhall berray the Sonne, and the 
Senne riſe up againſt the Parents and cauſe 
them to be pat to death : five in an houſe 
dividedgthree againſt tWeand two againſt 
three : Chriſt came not to ſend outward 
peace in the earth, but rather a ſword, 


contentions, and diviſions : and this yer 


not immediatly from himſelf as of him- 
ſelf making diviſions & ftirres;nor from 
his Goipel whuck is z word of peace, as 
himfelf 2 Prince of peace, bur Chriſt and 
his Goſpel are the cautcs of diviſions and 
ſtirres onely accidentally , by reaſon ef 
mens corrupt natures itriving againſt 
God,and the pure wayes of Jeſus Chriſt: 
when Jeſus Chriſt cometh into a place 
with the glorious light of his glorious 
Goſpel, ſome embrace it, others donot; 
he cometh with power upon {ome and 
they believe the Goſpel of Chriſt, & be- 
lieving . profeſſe it and walke ©.in his 
wayes, and therefore the wicked natures 
and evill diſpoſitions of men are ſtirred 

up againſt them, to trive and contend 
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A Wordp of Pxacg, 
with them, to endeavour their rooting 
ourfrom the land of the living, the god- 
ly being hared of all men for Chriſt his 
name ſake : it 1s the lot of the people of 
God to: meet with hard meaſure from 
the men of the world, all that will live 
godly in Chriſt mu#t ſuffer perſecution: 
they are the Lambes the Sheep of Chriſt, 
and mult not looke for peace from the 
Wolves of the'world, the ſeed of the 
woman, and muſt not leoke for peace 
| from the ſeede of the Serpent, which 
have fo much of the venom'of the old 
red Dragon in them: ſuch hearts of op- 
pohtion againſt-:the Saints of che moſt 
high':. Ie was:our Maſters lot to. meet 
with oppoſition, and his. Di/cip/es muſt 
not looke to ſpeed: better thenihe, yea 
he teleth us, if they have perſtcqted me, 
they will alſo perfecute you,!-+'» 


Chriſt his Peace, Phe in God. 


Before we ſhewed what 'Chriſt his 
peace purchaſed and brought home un= 
s: his people. is not, namely, no peace 
within, no peace in the world: now I 
ſhall” endeavour. to ſhew  ſamething 
I} what it is. . And firſt, it is a peace 1 

IH | . apprehended by . the - ſoul 
(1 through a wotke of the Spirit, of 
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A Word of Pzacs.. 
Chrift chere , preſenting to the 
ſoule God at one with 'the ſoul , at 
peace, without wrath and diſpleaſure 
againſt the ſoule: ſo that whereas before 
Chriſt his ſpeaking with power unto 
the ſoule; the foule might looke upon 
God as a ſevere judge, as a ftn-reven= 


ging God: he might think {in to be | 


partition wall betweene him and his 
God, apprehending nothing but furie in 
the face of the «Almighty : he might 
{till be in a fearfull expectation of divine 
vengence of God his wrath and diſplea- 
ſure to be powred out upon him : now 
the ſoule can ſee God at one with him, 
reconciled , and at peice in Jeſus 
Chriſt : he can. ſee his bleſſed ſaviour 
out of his infinite love taking away all 
diſpleaſure which might” have beenin 
God againſt che. ſoule, raking all upon 


himſelf ſtanding in his ſtead 3 he ſceth 


Chriſt having raken his fins from him 
ufon himſelf, and ſatisfied divine jultice, 
dying for him, that he might live : bear- 
ing wrath and diſpleaſure for him, that 
he might heare peace from God, that he 
might ſee God ar one with him, chat 
there might be no diſpleaſure no wrath 
from God unto him : he ſeeth his Lord 
and Saviour coming and as diſrobeing 
kit of fin; ſo putting upon him a per+ 
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fe& robe of righteouſnefle, preſenting 
him unto his Father as perfectly righ- 
teous in himiclt , being : the: Lord this | 
righteouſnefſe: he ſeeth that Chriit for 
him hachibeen looked upan as the (inner; 
and heis looked upon as rhe ſonne ; he 
{cerh now nothing but love, mercy, and - 
free. goodnetle in God: towards: him; 
Thoſe eternall choughts! ozjove in Gad; 
1n and through Jetus Chriit being now 
brought home aaco him. 


Chriſt. bu. Peace, (peace in the. |: 


| Sonles i 


When Jeſus Chriſt cometh unto the 
foule by his ſpirit, and ſhewerth unto che 


halen ppraings 
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the peace of God. may be in the ſoule, 
but not comprehended by the {oule; the 

: ſoule may feele it but not fadom vue _ | | 
the depth of ir ; no, it pafſethall unders W | | 
ſtanding, it is a depth of comfort not to 01 | 
be found our by any finite capacity being 
(in it ſelf from God)-an infinite workes: 
yer though the ſoule cannor ſee the 
depch of- this peace, yet it maketh rhe 
ſoule in ſeriois conſideration of it to re» - 
joyce With joy unſpeakable and full of gle 
ry, to be filled wich ſweet peace and | 
heavenly joy in believing : the ſoule is. 
inabled by this ſweet peace brought un- 
to it by Chriſt,to non-ſuir and put to fi- 
lence all the accuſations of ſin, ſatan or 
the Law. | 


The Soule filenting ut | , 
Accuſations. | 


That ſea of fin, thoſe dreadfull floods 
of iangodlinefle , the ſound of whoſe 
boyſterous waves Pperadventure before 
might be ready to affright (the foule, [| 1 
the ſoule ſeech it ſelf! now freed from, il 1 
the, conſcience is cleared of. them, no VERT. 
gui lying upon.it, the conſcience/dorh 
not accuſe but excuſe : ſo thar-the ſoule 
an ſay unto fin, fr thon haſt no domi- 
$'#r over me, thou haſt no power to 
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AWorp of Pzacs. 
hinder my-peace,: or breed any diſtur- 
bance in my foule :. I am not under the 
Lav which is thy ffrength, bur under: 
grace, under free love, under free mercy; 
thou art broken downe by my {aviour 
from being a partition-wall betweene 
me and my God, thon haſt no power to 
pur ime far from my creator, feſus Chrif 
bath made me neere by the bloed of hu 
{roſſe, I am accepted in his beioved : 
the enmity 1s already ſlaine, peace is al- 
ready purchaſed for me, the fpurit 
of peace from the Prince of Peace 
witneſſed peace unto my foule, 
this bleſſed dove comming. with this 
olive branch of peace in his mouth, 
aſlureth my fſonule thy boyſterous 
waves ſhall not prove a deluge to 
ſwallow meup : I therefore do and will 
reſt with ſweet fatisfa@tion upon that 
ſweet Teſtimony of that ſpirit which 
cannot deceive me, which 1s truth, 
whoſe witnes is a witnes of truth, I will 
reſt contented in aflurance of this gra- 
cious reconciliation wrought for me; 
notwithitanding that diſturbance thou 
indcavoureſt. to raiſe in my foule by 1a- 
cans'-preſentment of thee an thy defor- 
mity unto me. | 
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to thy ſoule ſolong as thy ſins and rebel- 


| Satan accuſing the Soule. 

Satan that roreing lion may aſſaulc 
the ſoule with his temptations coming 
with fiercenefle uponit; when the foule vl 
is harkning after peace,ſome of the ſyeet -I8 
voyce hath come in aud itis ſtill hear- Si 
kening afcer more ; fatan may come to 
the foule like an inraged Fehu 'drivin 

furiouſly and ſay, What haſt thow to ; 
with peace ? What peace can there be un- 


lions, chy iniquities and oppolitions a» 
gain{t God are ſo many ? no, thou muſt 
looke for wrath rather then peace, fot 
confuſion rather then reconciliation 3. 
God whoin hou halt fanned againſt is 
a God of pwrey eyes then to behold iniqui« 
ty, yea he hateth all the Workers of iniqui= 
ty, Plal 5.5. The devil may come nn- 
to the foute. as unte Chriſt, with an # 
3s Written, and frame up an argument @- 
gainſt the ſoule, ſayng, it is written, 
God bateth all Workesr of iniquity , at / 
thou art a worker of iniquity, chercfore 
God hateth thee, and if God hate thee 
what hope of peacc 2 


T he Soul ſilencing Satans acouſe- 
$1 | FLOWS. - > WET 
The ſoul having peace brapghe unte 
gg 3, er ﬀ 
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/ORD of PRACE. . 
it by Chriſt, is enabled by the power of 
Chriſt, co prefent Chriſt as his peace, to 
hold him up as a ſtrong impenetrable 

ſhield, by him, and in him , quenching 
all Satans fiery darts : the ſoul can ſay 


Rom.$, , £0 Satan, Get rhee behin le me Satan, it 5 


Written ; there ts no condemnation to them 
that are in (hriſt 7ejus , but Jam in. 
Chriſt Jeſus, therefore no condemnation 
unto me : and that I am in Chrift Jeſus 
the ſpirit of Chriſt Witneſſeth with my fpi- 
rit, which & truth , this 1s that glorious 
evidence of peace and reconciliation 
written by the finger of God im the Ta- 
ble of my hearr, not to be defaced by 
thy ſuggeſtions. Again, It is written ; 


Rom. 4.8, Bleſſed #s the man to Whom the Lord Will 


»or i98pute fin , but the Lord imputeth 
not fin to me, therefore I am bleſfled, - 
and if bleſſed, then reconciled unto God, 
for without peace and reconciliation 
with him, there can be no blefledneſle : 
and God imputerh not my {ins to me, 
for, he whoſe fins have already been im- 
pured unto another in his ſtead , his fins 
cannot be imputed anto him ; bur my 
ſins have already been imputed unto an 
other in my ſlead , hamely Chriſt : 
2 Cor. 5.-2x. For he (that is God) hath 
wade him (that is Chriſt) fn for us (that 
is impacing our-ſins unto him) =_— 
| | C _ 
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knew no fin ( being perfeRly righteous): 
that We might be made the righteouſneſſe 


' of Godin him, (that the righteouſneſle of. 


him that was Goa as well as man, mighe. 
be impured unto his , that they might 


be accounted righteous as he is righteous). 


Chrift being man, takes away mans ſins, 
and as our Mediatour gave a full ſatis- 
faction for them, and a God brought 
the intinite righteouſneflc of: God unto 
man, he was made ſin, we by him are 
made righteouſnefle,nor onely righteous 
bur 7ighteouſneſſe, yea, the righteouſne(ſe 
of God , the ſoul ſeeing it af ih Chrilt. 
Chriſt having bronghe peace unto it, 
drawerh from hence [this concluſion, to 
anſwer the temptations of this cunning 
deceiver ; my fins have been impured to 
Chriſt in my ſtead, therefore they ſhall 
never be impuced anto me , therefore I 
am bleſſed, I am made the righteouſneſſe 
of Godin him,God ſeeth no unrighteouſ- 
nefle in me, to break peace berween me 
and him, but he ſeerth me righteous with 
his ſonnes righteouſneſle , and is not, 
yea caruvot be but at peace with me. The 
foul can confefle unro this Tempter, and 
ſay, It is true Satan am full of ſfinne,l4- 
den With iniquity in my {lf , thou canſt 
not ſay worſe of me then I deſerve , yeC 
this cannot break peacc, my {unnes {hz 
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onely be taken notice of by me to this 
end, ta move me to a three-fold duty, . 
knmility, ſorrow,and thankfalnefle ; hu- 
milicy , becauſe of my unworthinefle of 
any mercy , my deformity in my ſelf: 
forrow, that I ſhould offend ſo gracious 
a God, or do what lay in me to offend 
him committing ſin which is ſo contra- 
ry unto his pure nature : thankfulneſſe, 
m admiration of the free goedneſſe of 
God to ſo (infull a creature : bur ſim ſhall 
not be raken notice of by me , as any 
thing making any {cparation between 

and me ; therefore depart Satan 
the voice of my beloved calleth at the door 
of my foul, ſpeaking unto me in the 
{weet and ſtill voice of the Goſpell, 
ſhewing me his wounds for me, his 
bloud ſhed for me, peace and reconcilias 
tion wrought for me ; let me not ſtay to 
attend to thy ſuggeſtions,to harkenunto 
thy perſwaſions , but hearken unto my 
Savior ſpeaking words of love and peace 
unto me. , 


The Soul felencin [4 the Lawes accu- 


ſations, 


The ſoul: having peace brought unto 
itby Chriſt, is enabled in him to put 
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be the Law may preſent it {elf unto the 
foul cloathed with Majcſty and terrour 

ſpeaking in the affrighcing-langnage of 
Mount Sinai, wrapping it {elf as it were 


| about with thunder & lightening ſpeaks 


ing unto the ſoul after this manner:Cxr- 
ſed every one that continueth not in all 
things Written in the LaW to do thems ; 
but thou conrinueſt nor in the things 
written in the Law, hou doeſt themnot, 
thou diſobeyelt them continually in 
thought, word, and deed ;' therefore 
thou art curſe, 4nd whar peace ? What 


ſound comfort unto thee ? can{t rhou- 


have peace lying under the tranſgreſſion 
of the righteous law of a righteous God? 
canſt thou have peace who halt oftended 
infinite juitice ? The ſoul mighr anſwer, 
crae, if I were to expedt peace by my 
performing of the Law, if chat mutt 
procure my acceptance, if I had no righ- 
reouſneſle but mine own performances, 
I might then cover my face with ſhame, 
then I ſhould not be able to lifr up my 
head with comfort or any confidence 
before the pure eyes of an all-ſecing 


God ; I could haye no true ground of 


comfort, no aflurance of peace : bur the 
law is not my righceouſnefſe,my perfor- 
mances are not to procure my accept- 
ance, nor my obedience my peace: Jeſus 
Chriſt 


——  — 
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| __ Chriſt is my righteouſneſle , putting an 
end to the Lawes righteouſnefſe unco me 
believing, as the Apoſtle faith , Chrift is 
Rom. 1cuq the end of the law , for righteonſne(ſe i to + 
| every one that believeth, | 
From hence the ſoul may draw this 
argument againſt the power of the Law 
requiring righteouſneſle in it : they that 
believe in Chriſt, are to look for righ- 
ceouſneſſe not in their performance of 
the Law 1a their own perſons , but in 
Chri# : bur I believe in Chriſt : and 
therefore necd not look: for righteoul- 
nefle by my performance of the Law in 
mine own perſon , buc in Chriſt : he « 
the Lord my righteouſneſfſe ; he 1u made of 
God wnto me, righteouſneſſe : he hath 
perfectly fulfilled the Law for me in my 
{tcad, this perfermance of his is impu- 
ced unto me , his righteouſneflc is my 
righreouſnefle, and his obedicnce is 
my obedience , nothing can be-required 
which I in him-have nor fulfilled; there- 
fore the Law can lay nothing againſt me 
to hinder my. ptace for my non-obedi- 
ence : neither 1s there any curſe due to 
me, all having already faln upon my Sa» 
Gal.3.13. viour, he hath taken away the curſe of the 
Law. being made 4 curſe a me, dying a 
curſed deark. upon the crofle,and by this 
hath taken away the curſe from me z 
___ there- 
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therefore the Lawes curſe belongeth not 
unto me; 1 aw not under the LaW , but 
nuder grace, not under the carſe. of the 
Law, buc che bleſſings of the Goſpell, 
the gracious ſound of grace, mercy-and 
peace in Jeſus Chriſt, not under the ter- 
rifying thunder-claps of Mount Sinai, 
bur under the joyfull ſoul-refreſhing 
ſound of the ſweet ſongs of CAlowne 
Zion, Chrilt ſpeaking love and peace in 
them unto me : Thus the ſoul having 
(hrift , his peace brought unto it by 
Chriſt , is inabled to, put {brit as a 
ſhield before it ſelf, putting back all ac- 
cuſations brought to diſturb this peace, 


The foule hath not aliva zyes this 


Aſſurance. 


But yet we muſt know that every 
ſoule hach not alwayes this aſſurance, 
and ſertlemenc of ſoule upon Chriſt, no, 
| ſomerimes the ſoule may be in darkzeſſe 
and ſee no light, the floods, of fin may 
make the foule afraid ,' the prince of 
the darkneſſe of chis world may be ſuf- 
fred to biinde their eyes for a tune, that 
they may not be able to diſcerne this 
glorious peace brought unto. them by 
the ſpirit of Chriſt : and now the ſoule 
may queſtion its peace, and thinke it 
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ſelf in a miſerable condirton ſometimes, 
Let all ſuch ſoules firting thus in darko 
eſſe and ſeeing no light, ſtay themſelves 
upon the Lord, and reſt themſelves upon 
their God ; aſſureing them he that hath 
come bringing peace unto them will not 
forſake them, he will diſpell theſe clouds 
that hinder the {weet beames of peace 
from their ſoules, rhowgh they fit in dark- 
eſſe the Lord ſhall be a glorious light 
#nto them ; diſpcliing all the fogs of the 
bettomleſſe pit Put before their eyes by 
ſatan, he will {mile upon them 1n the 
{weer manifeſtations of his loving coun- 
tenance,he will not deceive the expecta- 
tion of thoſe that truſt in him. Reſt then 
; Oblefled ſoule in expeRation of the re- . 
turne of thy beloved unto thee : rhongh 
now he may withdraw himſelf from 
thee his bowels are {till thefſame : he is 
a Father and. rendreth thee as a bcloved 
Childe, though now he hide himſclf. 
Simile. A Father moſt render in love unto 
his Childe, may it may be ſometimes go 
behinde the doore and hide himſelf from 
the Childe, yer ſtill having yerning 
bowels of compaſſion towards it ; and 
in this hiding of himſelf, he will have 
ſome crevice, ſome peepe-holc thar he 
may ſce whar his Childe doth, how i 
raketh his abſence, how he ny, 2 
ct 


*Ww come ts WWF WW uns WY mw yww aw 5 


PT ” I” T-P 


6-3 > TS PTY TY. a TY W*.. 9 WH _ VJY. © 


*. 


A WorD of PzAcs. 


leth and ſeeketh afcer him: then he com. 
eth forth, embraceth his Child in his 
armes , and now ſheweth himſclf in 
more love to the Child then before : fo 
now poore ſoule it may be thy favionr 
Jeſus (hriſt hidech himlcif trom thee, 
he is now as it were behinde the doore, 
bur yer a Father moſt full of tender 
bowels ; he ſeeth thee in this time of 


diſcertion, the troubles of thy ſoule, thy 


callings and cryings after him arte not 
hid from him, he pittieth rhee as 4 ren- 
der Farther pittieth his Child, yea he Will 
net forget thee, though a tender morher 
ſbould forget the Child that ſucketh at 


. her breaſt, he will come forch and em- 


brace thy ſoule in the armes of kts tel- 


dreſt mercy, and will ſo ſweetly mani- 


felt himſelf unto thee, that it ſhall make 
abundant amends for thar withdrawing 
of himſelf from thee : reſt thy ſelf there- 
fore upon him who is thy ſaviour, ſecke 
his face and he will be found of thee ; 
though thou be in thy apprehenſion #7 
the clifts of the Rock where the ſun cf 
pegce cannot thine unto thee, yet thou 
art the beloved of Christ, thy woyce is 
ſweer, thy countenance lovely unto lum : 


delight chen thy beloved with this thy 


ſweet voyce, he will then command thy 


gables to flic away, and ſo abundantly 
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'manifeſt himſelf unto thee that thou 
fhalc be enabled to ſay, my beloved is 
wine and I am his. The people of God 
. maſt /ive by faith not by ſence, with 
Abraham againſt hope believing mm 
bope. | 


The Soule at Peace With God. 


As Chriſt bringeth unto the ſoule an 
aſſurance that peace is wrought and re- 
conciliation procured for it, upon which 
followeth a ſweet peace in the ſoule : 
fo alſo he maketh the ſoule to be at 
peace with God, drawing the ſoule with 
the cords of love, ſweetly allureing 1t 
with his benefits , prevailing by his * 
peaceable per{waſions : when the ſoule. 
was going on in the by-waycs of fin ina | 
naturail condition unconverted , there 

was much enmity in the ſoule againſt 

WI Godand Chriſt and the wayes of God, 
0117 nom 2.7, T he carnall mind is enmity againſt God, 
11} there is much rebellion and oppoſition: 
bur when Chriſt cometh with power 
upon the ſoule bringing peace unto it, 

ectleth the foule his Father is ar peace 

with it, that himſelf is at peace with it, 

that he hath ſhed his blood to procure 

peace unto the ſoule: theſe ſweer words 

of Chriſt prevaile with the ſoule, cauſe-" 


: 
141 
LTIELT: 
Wit 
L141 
| 

| 


A WorDb of Pzacs: 
mg the enmity to flee away, cauling the 
ſoul to ccalc opPotition 5 Old things are 
p:ſſed away all things now become neW, 
the old enmity being taken away : the 
will, of a will oppolite againſt the will 
of God , becommeth conforniing , and 
agrecable : the aftcRions once diforde- 
red being ſer upon the Enemics of God 
ſin, and the world , now are ſet upon 
God and goodnefſlc,the foul now cleaverh 
unto God, delighteth in God , chuſerh 
God ro be his God, he can fay now 
Whom have [ in heaven bat thee,and there 
# none in the earth eithet thing or perſon 
which 1 deſire in compariſon of thee : the 
foul will think with ic ſelf, ſhall God be 
ar peace with me ? and ſhall I go in ways 
of oppoſition againſt him ? Shall my Sa- 
viour ſhed his bloud for me , and ſhall I 
warre againſt him ? no farre be ir from 
me : I will lay down my weapons,ycild 
my ſelf up at the feet of my Saviour;/ove 
bim, who hath firſt loved me; be at peace 
with him who hath purchaſed and 
brought home peace unto my ſoul, 


Thoſe ſouls happy, Which (hrift bringeth 


Peace unto, 
This Peace of Chriſt is a moſt happy 


Fd glorious peace, making happy and 
: : ” bleſſed 


us, 18 whoſe ſight all the Nations and 


- as one drop of the Bucket. 


A Word of Pracs. 
bleſſed thoſe that receive it, they have 
Chriſt bringing peace unto them, and I 
may ſay in this as Chriſt in another caſe, 
if the Sonne make you free then are you free 
3ndeed,if the ſoune bring peace unto you, 
chis is peace indeed, a molt glorious and 
excellent peace : the happineſle of a man 
having this peace brought un:'o him by 
Chriſt will the more appear , if we con- 
ſider ; 

Firſt , by this we are affured that 
God is at peace with us , and what a 
kappy thing is ic ro have the God of hea- 
ven and earth to beat peace with us ; 
if the men of Tyre and Zidon accounted 
it ſuch a happineſſe ro have peace with 
Herod a petty Kin; , ſo that they labou- 
red to make peacc by a friend with him: 
what a happy peace 1s this which our 
friend,our Saviour hath procured for us? 
by and in whom ; God who is King of 
Kings and Lord of Lords,1s at peace with 


greateſt Potentates of the carth, are but 


2 Thar ſoul is happy, becauſe of the 
poilibility of this peace which now he 
hach,it is firm,noching more ſure,build- 
ed upon feſrs Chriſt as upd a ſure foun- 


dation,a firm rock which egere 7, 


cannot prevail againſt : % 
| T 2» _ Chrk 
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{rift ſpeak peace unto the ſoul), that 


ſoul may be aflured it ſhall never loſe it. 
Chriſt 1s yefterday, to day , and the ſame 
for ever , ns variableneſſe xor ſhadow of 
tarning With him , and is not this a hap- 
pineſſe to have ſuck a ſure peace that 
there is no fear of loſing it ? | 
3- This peace will carry the foul with 
comfort through, and comfortably ſup» 
port the ſoul in all troubles, though he 
have outward afflitions he hath in- 
wardly abundance of comfort , in aſſu- 
rance of Gods love unto him, and if he 
have Gods love and the light of his conn- 
tenaxce, What need he fear the frowns of 


all the men in the world ; though he 


meet with tribulation in Chriſt he en- 
Joyeth peace, though all things withour 
cend to confuſion, yet in the middeſt of 
all , his heart may rejoyce, and reſt in 
peace, being ſecure in the arms of his 
Saviour : When Davip had this 


Peace in his ſoul, he was reſolved not to _ 


tear any trouble, though the earth ſhould 
be removed and the meuntaines caſt ints 
the middeſt of the ſea , thaugh the Waves 
thereof roar, yet he will reſt himſelf up- 
on God , whom he is aſſured to be his 
God, with peace and feet farisfa&tion 
chough all things ſhould as ir were 
threaten his raine , yet his ſoul ſhould 
net 
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not be croubled, he would not fear. - * 
Fourthly, the ſoul is happy ; becauſe 


_ that now it may come with boldneſſe 
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unto the throne of grace, the partition 
wall being now taken out of his ſight, 
he can now look upon God' as his fa- 
ther, and upon himſelf as a beloved ſon, 
and therefore can come unto God with 
much confidence and aflurance, to fe- 
ccive whatſoever he defireth , fo far as 
God ſhall ſee good for him ; he hath a 
friend in the Court of heaven can .inter- 
cede for him at the Throne of Grace. - 

Fifthly, a happy and glorious condi- 
tion that man is in , becauſe of thar glo- -. 
rious union that now he ſceth himſclt to 
bein with God, being the Members of 
Chrift, and in him united unto God, ac- 
cording to that prayer of Chriſt , that 
they may be one as We are one , 1 in them 
and thou in me, that they may be one in , 
what a happy and glorious condition is 
this,that poor-creatures ſhould be taken 
ſonear unto God, as to become one bo- 
dy with the ſonne of God;that he ſhould 
be their head , and they ſhould be the 
HAembers of his Body, of bus fleſh ; and of 
his bone : yea , the Apoſtle doth farther 
ſhew this glorious union ; calling the 
ple of God by one name with Chriſt, 
rſs CO AE RRC 
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the head 'becometh one bedy : ſo the 
TK Church 'of Chriſt, being united by the 
{piric of Chriſt, unto Chriſt, is one wirh 
ff Chriſt, and called by ene and the ſame 
name, namely Chriſt, . r 
-' Againe, Sixtly, a happy condition 
that ſonle 1s in, becauſe now he "P 


himſelf freed out of the hands of all his 


enemies : that he is eſcaped as'a birdaw: 
of the ſnare of that cunning foveler the 
divel,, he: ſcech himſelf from under the 
power -of the law, freed. from fin, and 
wrath for ſin ; ſo that the ſoule can (ay 
E with ſweet comfort,. who car lay any 
thing wpto the charge of Gods deR orto 
E mine becauſe Iam fo, and is not this a 
happy condition to be out of feare of the 
cruthing wrath of the e Almighties fall- 
ing upon us ? to be out of feare that &» 
ver our ſouls ſhall berent in pieces by 
the d evouring teeth of that roring lion, 
that ſin thall ever have power over us 
to {ink our fouls unto  eternall de- 
frucion ? to be aſſured: that hell (hall 


not prevaile againſt us, ' the pit ſhall not... 


dlofe her mouth upon us, the law ſhall 
have no power to curſe or condetnn us, 
who can exprefle, yea'conceive {d great 
happyneſſe 2 vr 1 1h 

F Againe, — happy thoſe ſouls, 
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becauſe of that glorious priviledge they 
ſee themſelves now inveſted with,name- 
ly, to be free-men of the heavenly 7ery- 

 ſalemthe (ity of the great King. Itpes- 
ple thought it formerly a happinefle ty 
eat peace with the Roman Emperour, 
and by his favour to become free Deni- 
zons of that City of Rome , fo that the 
were content With 4 f an ſumme of mu 
' 2889 to obtain this freedome ; what a hap 
pinefle then is jr , as to be at peace with 
the great God , ſo by his mercy to he 
made free-men of that glorious City,ant 
to be made partakers of all its gloriows 
priviledges : To conclude this , he that 
hath this peace brought to him is happy 
in life, in death , after death, and ta 


ever. 


The man to Whom Chriſt bringeth his 
Peace , is happy in 


IL 


The man to whom Chriſt his peac 
is brought home, is happy in his life.u 
that ſweet ſertlement and calmncſſe 0 
his ſoul,enjoying the ſweet light of God 
loving countenance lifted. up upon him 
_ in Chriſt as ina ſure place, havin 
his ſoul ravifhed with the love of hi 

 Saviour,cheeredand abundancly retretb 
p Fe? I W 
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with his Flaggons, delighting himſelf in 
tum Whom his ſoul. leveth , lying with 
comfort under his ſhadow , with com- 
fort expe&ing to be partaker more of 
bis fulneſle, to receive wiſedome from 
him who is the God of wiſedome, re- 
vealation from him who hath the Key 
of David, Who alone can oper the ſeals of 
Gods miſteries:how way this ſoul reſt ir 
{elf in Chriſt, afluring it ſelf that he char 
hach done fo great things'for him , and 
brought home ſuch. glorious things un- 
to him, will now alio do this for him, 
therefore happy. 


The man having this Peace , is happy in 
caeath, 


He that hath this happy peace in his 
{oul, is happy in death , when he com- 
merh to die he . hath nothing elſe ro do 
but to die, hecan freely yeild up his ſpi- 
rit into the hands of God ; as into. the 
hands of a tender and loving father with 
nuch aſſurance z death is unto him as 
unto AZoſes, no more bur go and die, he 
will be as ready to do it ( atlealtin his 
delire) at Gods call; as any other com+ 
mand ; yea death which is the diflolver 
of nature, and fo terrible unto the fleſh, 
ad may make the deareſt of Gods fer- 
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vants ſometimes through their \weak- 
neſfle , being fleſh as well as ſpirit, to 
ſhrink , that which is a curſe to others 
for ſin, to him is a bleſſing, freeing him 
from all troubles, bringing him ro the 
enjoyment of all happineſle. 


T hat man that hath this Peace , is happy 
after death ard for ever. * 


The happineſſe cf that bleſſed ſoul 
that hatch {briſts peace brought home. 
unto it is not finiſhed with this life; no, 
Chriſt ſpeaketh and giveth peace ot as 
the world giveth, a flight, fading, tranſi- 
tory peace : no, the peace he giveth un- 
to his people is a during, firm, everlaſt- 
ing peace:all the peace of the world en- 
deth with the life of a man,bur not this, 
this remainerh for ever, receiving after 
death a glorious and perfe& conſumma- 
' tion : whereas the ſoul could here at a- 
ny time ſee bur little in compariſon of 
this glorious peace, ſeeing bur in part, 
and knowing but in part this peace paſ- 
ling knowledge, yea ſometimes through 
 corruptionsfnd temptations could ſee ir 
may be nothing of it : there ſhall be a 
perfe& injsyment of this peace in glo- 
rious fulneſle, he ſhall there, know the - 
full of this peace ſo. farre as is poſſible 
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for him to attain unto, there-he ſhall 
for ever delight himſelf in this peace, 
and in thoſe glorious priviledges which 
from this peace he ſhall enjoy : there he 
{hall enjoy him who is the God of 
peace, and his father reconciled in Ze/34s 
Chri#t, there he {hall enjoy him who is 
his Savzonr the purchaſer and Prince of 
Peace,he thall enjoy the holy ſpirit whole 
fruit peace in the ſoul is , he {hall enjoy 
God , and all things in God that poſſt- 
bly the ſoul can defire ro make it happy, 
and all theſe enjoyments to all eternity. 


Souls out of Chrit, in a miſerable 
. Condition. 


As thoſe ſouls that are in Chritt, and 
in and from him enjoy this glorious 
peace and happineſle in ir, ſo it is a moſt 
miſerable condition to be out of (ri, 
tor out of him is no peace , out of him 
nothin; but miſery. The Loyd pronoun- 
ceth as ir were with his own mourh 


ſpeaking by the Prophet,there is no peace [fa,q8.22, 


ro the Wicked ſaith myGod,and if the Lord 
fay it, we may molt ſurely build upon it, 
bar all one of Chriſt are wicked , their 
ſinnes not being raken from them by 
Chriit, they lye upon them and will 
prove a ſinking burthen nnto them,ther- 


Ee em. M4 


T9 kore - 


* 
= 
- - Þ 
en ” 
_ ” S 
_— Cn geen \ __ p waht 
= - . . . 2>"aw4te 0 _ - as 
— —— — —— _ . - 
WR CAR Pn _ , 
ry iL "8 ond 4 he + On” Ad. hy 
no Onda Er» 2 8 : 
af _ » ba 
a” 0 4 -C_  cIs ADA Ae 


Ni 
| 

F 
1h 


'Y $9 3 
Ld 4 > F 
; 19 2 
« , 
a 
a5 
b £6 4 
J = 2 
1 [ "A i 
- 
I 3 ! 
k 
: : L 
- 
£4 Y 
£ 
f 
5 
L 


Gat EEE RCARE Prot 
MO * "2 Re ns _ 


of: rg tines 44 4 - 2e-_- 


A WorD of PEACH. 

fore there is no peace to any out of 
Chriſt. There is ns. peace into, themyno- 
ching bur horrour, rerrour, andaſtoniſh- 
ment did they bur know their condition; 
which maketh: them ſometimes when 
their conſciences are awakened to be 
full of terrours and fears , to flee when 
no man perſuerh,; yea ſomerime driverh 
them in depth of deſpair to make away 
rhemſelves , and. fo plunge themſelves 
1nco greater milery : and though ſome- 
times {uch a foul inay have ſome coun- 
cerfcir mirth , yet in the middeſt of (augh:: 
ter the heart is (ad : who can cxprefſlc the 
miſery of ſuch a man ? It he look up to 
heaven, there is a juſt God infinitely of- 
fended, full of divine vengeance to powr 
ouc upon his ſoul, his ſins which are his 
works follow him the guilt of them cry+ 
Ing againlt him , appearing unto him as 
they are full of deformity, lying upon 
his foul as\'a heavie byrthen; Satan ac- 
cuſeth him, the lavy curſctts him, and 
condemneth hin to undergo everlaſting 
rorments : ju'tice plexdeth againtt hun 
bcing intinitely offended', he hach not 
right- uno one promite of mercy and 
free grace in the Goſpel, yea mercy 1r 
iclf pleaderh againſt him for ſo often re- 
fuſing and putting trom him her tree of- 
fers ; his life is but as it were a tiwined 

thread, 


A Worn of Pracn; 
thread, brittle like glafſe , which being 
broken his ſoul falleth into everlaſting 
miſery : he livethuncomfortably, dieth 
- miſerably, and muſt be in torment ever= 
laſtingly. | 
 _ Oh et all the people of God pitie 
ſach poor ſouls,and you chat have friends 
or acquaintance that yet go on in the 
broad way lcading unto deltruQion, yet 
have notknown the way of peace ,oh la- 
bour what may be to deliver their ſouls 
our of the ſnare of Satan, to pluck them 
2S fire-brands out of the fire , labour 
with them by admoniſhing them , re 
proving them, and ſhewing them their 
miſerable condition : eſpecially pray un- 
to the Lord for them , thar he ( if it be 
his will ) would be pleaſed to deliver 


their fouls out of that way that leadeth 


unto deſtruction , and guide their feet 
into the Way of Peace , revealing unto 
their ſouls the riches of his free mercy, 
love and peace in 7e/z5 Chriſt : and how 
ſhould all poor ſouls that finde them- 
{elves in a naturall condition, ſee no right 
or interclt they have in Chriſt,and peace 
im Chriſt, or thole gracious promiſes 
made unto ſouls believing in him ; how 
{1 fay ), ſhould they labour to come out 
of this {ad condition,that the conjunung 
wrath of the eAlmighty raay not fall 
- OR F 4 upon 


% 
ENT —_ WI YT 


— MS net IS I Wy ——_— 


"A "WonrD of PrAcg. 


Upon them :' how ſhould they labour tg 
ger into Chriſt, where .is enongh abun- 


 dantly to be had to cure all their wounds 


co deliver rheir ſouls from deftrucion 

and that freely too , no unworthineſſe 
ſhall make them be denied commini 

unto Chriſt believing in him ; Chril 
maketh promiſe he ( without excepting 
any) that commeth wuto me I Will in ns 
Wiſe caſt off : in no wiſe , be his ſins ne- 
ver ſo many , his iniquities never {6 
great. | 


Where the foul -mu$t ſeek Peace, 


As 7/45 (Chriſt is the purchaſer of 
peace, ſo 1 !S he in whom all the rrea- 
{eres are laic up , in Whom all fulneſſe 
aveelleth , he tiiar hath Chriſt hath all, 
he thar hath noc Chrilt hatch nothing that 
is good ; eMll things are ours if We are 
Cbriſts. This ſheweth us where we are 
to look for peace , not in our own righ- 
teouſneſſe for this is a bottome which 
will gecelve us, the beff of our righteo:'' 
weſſe being as a polluted cloth, This is Lic 
cauſe that 'many of Gods ſervants livc 
{o uncomfortably, becauſe they look ſo 
much at their own performances and 
finding nothing bur failings and imper- 
fetions there , and their {onls being not 

drayn 
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drawn up higher to ſee all in Chriſt for 
them, they can fee bur little of this glo- 
rious peace wrought by Chriit. Neither 
let any do as it is the practice of ſome, "= 
who when they are troubled with a | 1 i | 
fight of theic ſins, Satanpreſenting them q' 
before them, will go to Cards , or Dice, 'f 
or drinking with their merry cpmpa- 
nions , thereby to chaſe away care and 

ſorrow from their hearts; this is a way nn. 
which it may be awhile may rock the [Hy | 
ſoul aſleep in fin, which may bring « 1 
benummed or ſeared conſience, and 
make the foul in a more dangerous con- 
dition if it nay be ; but it can give no 
ſonand comfort. Let all poor diſconſolate 
ſouls go unto eſs (hrift, there is no 
way to get any ſound comfort but onely 


| in him , it 1s in him God hath revealed 
| himſelf to be wel pleaſed : labour ro ſee Li! 
7 your ſelves in him , by faith to relt yottr iN} 


ſelves np9 himzto ſee him your life,toſee 

him your righteouſnefle,to {ce him your 
peace,to ſee him your all,and your ſelves 

*o be nothing, and for your inconrage- 
ment to come unto Chriſt , here Chriſt Ah | 
: himſelf in his Goſpell calling you with 100 
a promile of reſt and peace unto you : 11 
Come unto me al yee that labour and 3re Math, t -. 


heavie laden, and I Will give yot veſt, 38. 
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SOME 
CONSIDERATIONS 


TENDING 


To Peace and Unity ainong the People 


of God. 


A Preface. 


Having in theſe times of difference of | 


judament experienced ſomthing of the dif- 
ference of affeition which this aiffererce of 


14drment bringeth among the people of 


God, Thave endeavoured here to [et doaWwn 
ſoxrr .Confiderations to preſent unto the 
people of God of differing judgments, that 
they may indeavour after love, and unity 
of affetti-ons. 
ES Chriſt our Pattern. 

Nour walking with God one towards 

another,it will be our wiſdome to ſet 
before us the belt pattern;and what ber - 
ter pattern can wehave to nf: by then 
Chriſt the wiſdoms of God? Paul will not 
be a pattern unto any , bur directeth 
chem to, 2 higher ,be ye folloWers of m2 ,45 
] am of Chriſt, he woald have them fol- 
low him no farther then they ſaw.in bim 
a higher and more excctllent pattern 
then. his owa ; Chriſt is our head , the 


Cptay of our St vation, and we ought 
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among ft Gods people, 
tobe guided by him,” the ſame mind 
ought ro be i» 145 that Was in Chriſt fe- 
ſus. Now whar do we find his diſpoſitt- 
on tobe ? is it not ſatable roa Prince of 
Peace ? ſatable ro what he 1s called; 
pamely,a Lamb 2 -yea ſure, heis abun- 
dantly.yea infinicely full of love,and ter- 
dernefle : whar elſe ſhould make him {o 
tolove us ( 1nour ſelves ) enemies,as to 
lay down hus life for us 2 gentle he is to 
his weak and tender ones , 6arrying his 
kambs inhis arms, binding up Wounded 
ſouls,zot breaking braiſed reeds, not quen- 
ching {(mo.thing flax ; he went about doing 
good. when fudas betrayeth him With a 
dileinbling kifſe he calleth him friend ; 
when his enemies crucifte hin, he pray- 
«h unco his tather tor them. $hall Chriſt 
love ? and we that profefle co be Chriits 
hate > ſhall he bind up, and ſha'l wee 
wound 2 ſhall he call a Judas friend, 


and ſhall we carry onr ſ{clves as enemies 


mics," and thall we be ready to prey 
pon thoſe, who onghrin Chriſt to bee 
at deareſt friends 2 far be this from us, 
tt us not have fo little conformity in us 

to Chrilt our Head;jet us tiot fo ealily 


mder diipoſition'in himizlt ; fo he will 
| have 


ne to another ? ſhall. he pray for his e-_ 


Yeer,that his command,learn of m4for Math, rr. 
am mrebe ; as Chrilt is of a meckand 79: 
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76 Conſiderations tending to unity 
have his people to be meek, gentle, and 
 peaceable as ke is ; neither let us forget 
chat duty commended by oh» unto us 

as following upon Chriſt his love unto | 
x Toh. 3. US, he layd downe his life for us, and W; 
6, _ oxght to lay downe onr lives for the bre- 
thren ; Chrift loved us and dyed for us, 
therefore it is our duty to love one ano- 
ther ſo, as to be ready todie for one a- 
nother , oh then let us be more contor- 
mable unto Chriſt then to hate one ano- 
: _ ther becauſe of ſome weaknelle, and dit- 

| fcring in judgement. 


The neere relations of Gods people galleth 
for munity, 

Let us conſider the neere relations 
that we ſtand in one to another, Firlt 
we are fellow members of rhe ſame bo- 
dy and every one uſefull jn their ſeverall 
places , ſome more excellent then 6- 

- thers, though ſome more ſtrong then 
others, the eye canngt ſay to the head! 
have no neede of thee , nor the haxd to the 
foote I have no neede of thee, the molt. 
weak members are uſefull, God hath} - 
placed every one in its place for the'bo 

libal 5 dies good, We are members of his body, 
30, of his fleſs, and of his bones. Are the pec 
Epkef, 4. ple of Chriſt members of Chriſt, 
aF- members one of another ? and ſhall the 
- (0! 


| !-t pleaſe our ſelves, 


- 


among ft Gods people: 
not be full of love and peace to and 
with one another, though they are not 
full of a minde in all things ? we know 
it is not {o in the naturall body, there is 
not breach of affetion and peace be- 


tween the members becauſe of ſome 


defet, no, there is a great deale of love 
and tendernefle to the defe&ive mem- 
ber in the other members ; if rhe eye 
have a blemiſh, the hand will nor for 
that blemiſh put it out ; if the hand 
have a cut in it , the love and tendernefle 
that is in the other members draw them 
forth to endeavour its cure. And ſhall 
there be leſfſe affeRtion betweene the 
miſticall body of Chriſt, then berweene 
the members of the naturall body ? ſhall 
one member not love anpther becauſe 
one knoweth not {o much as another ? 
ſhall one member deſpiſe another, & de- 
{piſing hate, & hateing indeavour the de- 
{troying of another becauſe of a conceiv- 
ed blemiſh?far be this from the members 
of the myſticall body of Chriſt, whom 


the ſpirit of Chriſt binderh together un 
'this glorious union, let their hearty love 


one to another, draw them forth in tend 
neſke to indeavour the healing one of an- 
other : that he that is ſtrong may beare 
the infiymities of theW eah_and that We may 
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| Secondly, :another relation betweene 
the people of God they are. brethren, 

ard ye are brethren ſaith (hriſt : weare . 
brethren, children of one father, one God 
»8ade us, and one and the {ame God and 
Father new made us by the renewing of 

| his ſpiric. This that argument eAbra- 
Wi. ham uſeth unto Lot why there ſhould 

ME | Gen 13,3 be 75 contention betWeene them, for We 
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are brethren : {o let me uſe this as an ar- 
gument unto the people of God now in 
theſe contending times, Jet ns not {trive, 
ler us not contend We are brethren : to 
{trfve and contend for truth for the faith 
| once delivered unto the Saints and that 
f earneſtly roo, is our duty but to make 
| this a contention in our affections 1s our 
failing ; what one dury almoſt in the 
whole Goſpel ſhall we finde fo puch 
preſſed unto as this of brotherly love, 
che holy ſpiric no queſtion foreſeeing the 
divifions (that ſhould be amoneſt the 
people of God, that the Yove of many 
Should wax told; many precepts we 
{hall finde in the word; as abound in 
| Theſ. 9, 1ove 07 toWards another ; and let bro- 
3:12, Therly love tontiauezand love as brethren; 
Heb, x3» and many other places we may finde 
prefling the people of God unto this 
duty of love one to another. Let us then 
hearken unto the voyce of the ſpirit-a, 
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among ſt Gods deople. 
God in his word ſtirring us up unto this 
excellent duty, ane hearkning obey this 
voyce of our Father calling unto us, /ove 
as brethren : ſhall naturall brethren love 
one another and not much more we that 
are fſpirituall brechren ? how lovely a: 
thing is it for thoſe whom Chriſt hath 
Jjoyned together in ſo neare a relation, 
co live together in brotherly union? 


Thirdly, let us conſider we are fellow gym. 8; 
heires of the ſame Kingdome , Citizens 17, i 
of the ſame new Jernſalem, ſtrangers to- Epheſ. 2» | i) | 
gether in the earth, ſeeking the ſame 72: 
heavenly country; a City Whoſe builder | by 
and maker is God. We ſce Citizens of feb, x 3. 
a Citty agree together ; ſtrangers of one 14. 


country will be united 1n_ afte&tions, 
much more ler the people of God; ſhall 
one heaven hold us all hereafrer ? and 
ſhall a Kingdome be tca little for us 
now that we cannot live peaceably one 
with another in it? this 1s altogether 
a failing in the people of God : oh ler 
us be united, and oh that the Lord 
would anite us together in the bands of 


£, tendereſt aftetions, that though we 


may withdraw in tenderneſle ot con{ci- 
ence one from another in point of out- 
ward worſhip , yet that we may not 
withdraw inwardly one from another 


Wn want of love and unity, We are 


greangers 
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Confrderatvons tending to unity 
ſtrangers together in the. world , and 
may meet - with hard fneaſure enough 
from the men of the world, who have their 
portion in this life : we may be hated 
the world becauſe ve are not of the World: © 


Wehave therefore littleneed to increaſe 
our troubles by mutuall concentions. 


Our non-infallibility calleth for 
_—_ umty. | 
"Thirdly , to move us unto love and 
unity one with anather ler us conſider, 
as Chriſt his pattern, and our relations ; 
ſo alſo our owndarknefle in nnderſtand- 
ing of heavenly things, how little we 
know of the wayes of God , and che 
glorious miſteries of the Goſpell ef 7e- 
ſus (rift, how little we fee, ſeeing but 
ina plaſſe darkly., and knowing but un 
part : and therefore we have little cauſe 
co deſire, thar all ſhould be rul'd accor- 
ding tovur.apprehenſions , or to be of- 
tended with any that differ from -us : 
they may have the truth and we may be 
in an errour , and fo our ſetting our * 
{elves againſt them,may be a ſetting our , 
{elves againſt the truth , yea Chrift in 
them. - Sant thought he owght to do many 
things againſt the people of Godgand ther- 
fore in heat of zeal. perſecures them : he 
_-thonght he perſecuted Heyeticks, Fr 
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| amongſt Gods people. 


Schiſmnaticks , bit he was deceived ; 


(brift calleth unto hins , Why perſecnteſt 
thou me ? Saul knew much, and yer 
perſecuted the truth ; ſo ler us take heed 
how we ſet our ſelves againſt others, 
though we know , or chink we know 
E/ much; another may know more , and 

| walk more cloſe to the wayes of Chriſt 

then we : ler us not chen hate them in 

eur hearts, let us not ſer our ſ{elyes a- 
B gainſt them , leſt we be found even to 
ht againſt God : we are not to judge 


fone another, or ſet at naught one another, 


but leave one another'to ſtand or fall to 
their own Maſter, leave one another un- 
to Chriſt his judgement ſeat where We 
ſoall all appear. Our judgements are too 
weak, fo firmly to ſet our ſelves upon a 
reſolution to go on in ſuch or ſuch a 
way, that we ſhould never look farther 
after more truth , or that we ſhonld be 
difpleaſed with any that walk not ac- 
cordingly to eur light; ſo far as to break 
thatlove that ought to be between us. 


Diviſions, a grief to our friends ; ajoy to 
our enemies ; and a ſcandatl to 
the Goſpel. 


_ Fourthly, let us conſider what a grief 
& will be unto our hy e006: tO 


wy 
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Confaerations tending to unity - 

ſee our ſtrifes and . contentions , that 
though we- are in ſuch a neer relation 
one to another in Chriſt, yet ſome diffe- 
rence maketh us to live together un- ! 

eaceably, as if we were enemies , not 
Lode, adverſaries not brethren : And 
on the other ſide, how by this we make 
the Enemies of God to criumph ; what' 

reatcr Joy unto the Deuill and his in-/ 
Rm Gods and our enemies, then! 
to ſe us thus at variance , and conten- | 
tion amongſt our ſtlves ; Let us conſi- | 
der alſo,how it may, make the Goſpel of | 
Chriit evill ſpoken of, when the profel- 
ſors of it are at ſo great contention one 
with another ,. that thoſe thar go toge- 
ther in the wayes of wickedneſfſe , can 
have more peace and unity one with att- 
other, then they that are profcflors of 
the Goſpell of Peace. 


« 


Unpeaceableneſſe hindering truth. 

Fifthly,by our unpeaceableneſle with 
our brethren, we ſhall hinder our ſelves 
of that benefit which difference of judg- 
ment might bring unto us,which might 
be a meanes to finde out the wayes © 
Chriſt,by examining ſeverall judgments 
by the Word of God, to ſee which wil 
hold and which nor-; but when our ut- 


peaccablencile willnot yeild ws patience 
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amongit Gods people, | 
to try all things , we loſe that benefir 


that differences of judgement might 


bring, that Which 5 approved not being 


" made manifeſt ; ſo that we need not cry 


out vpon differences of opinions as hin- 
derances of reformation, our want af 
peaceable diſpoſitions one towards ano- 
ther, mighr berter be found faulc with, 
and ic rather then opinions , bear the 
mame of Schiſme : let us not by our di- 
viſions ſo much farther the deligne of 
Satan, as that they ſhould hinder us in 
the work of refor mation,that he ſhould 
ſofar prevail by chem, as co makeus rhe 
lefle labour for truth : we are now come 
ming out of Babylon With our faces" to- 
Wards Zion , let us not fall out by the 
way , leſt the ſound of our contentions 
may hinder us from hearing God ſpeak- 
ing unto us with his ſtill voyce ,/ by his 
ſpirit dire&ing ns into truth, according 
to his promiſe, that We ſhall hear 4 voice 
behinde us When We are ready to turn to' 
the right hand or to the left; ſaying thisle 


the Way Walk je init, We ſhould rake 
great heed to our ſelyes\ that we aim 


not too much at our ſelves, ſtriving 
more for victory then for truth , our 
hearts are very deceicfull , and we can- 
not beover-carefull in ſearching them. 
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(orfraer ations tending to unity 
The wiſdom fr »m above 
peaceatle, | | 

Six*'ly, by peac-ablenefle of diſpoſi- 
tioi we ſhall! hew qur ſclves to be in-" 
dued witz that wiſdom from abcve 
WhiC? 1S, aS pure, fo praceable, gentle, 
eaſe to be wireated, and not with thut 
wiſedome Which deſcenteth nor from 
49:2 Which hach ſach evill cffe &5, as 
to br.:6d SFrifes and diff wreances, and 
env4iohing One ag2inſt another ; how 
can we atlure our fe) v.'s, that the ſpi- 
rit of Gea dwelleth inus, when the 
fruits we bring forth are fo contrary 
tothe frul;s of the Spirit, when we 
hive fuca wwpeaceablenrfſe of diſpoſt 
tion one toward another : as one fruit 
.of tac Spiric is pezce in the ſoul inab 
ſurance of the love of God; fo another 
is pecaceableneſfle of diſpoſicion toe 
wards others, long ſuffering, gentlenes: 


Gal. 5.22+ unpeaceablenefle 15 a fruit of the fleſh, 
Jam. 4. I- of {uſt which warreth in our member: 


>L 


x King. 


I9,11,12. 


voice, $0 there is little of the Spirit of 
E. God 


Gal-5.24» 2nd the people of God ought co cyu- 


cefie the fleſh with 512 affeftions and !nſtt, 
and if they live 18 the ſpirit to walk 5» 
love and unity of the [pirit one to- 
wards another, Ler us remember 
Go41 was not in the fre in the Whirl- 
wind, or carihgueke,bur in the ſoft fill 
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among ft Gods people, 


the whirl-wind of our eppoſetions chreat= 


0 oy | 
-Þ ning ſcactering or carchquake of our 


l ſhaking contentiuns threarning over- 
-, | v*clmIng one to another : bur it now 
+ Þ the Ler4 would ſend another diſpofiti- 
» | on foto us, ſome of this ill ſofr voyce 


& || of lov-, maceknefle,and rendernefle one 


d_ © fo another , h ww glortouſ]; ſhould the 
y © Lord be che: dilcorned ir his gractous 
i= | workings upen our fouls ; how 
e | ſhould we then hive ir evidenced 

unto us that God liverh in 15 axa we in 


e | G-d who 5s loye;that we are born of Gd , loh.s.7 
1 and k now Ggod ; that we are no! IvIts 8.12.16, 
ie £ in fayiog we love God: for be r-at ſay- 20:15: 


C. eth be loveth Ged axd hiteti; bu brother 
rt | # «tier + tha: we are nvot muirtherers 
» | inthe ſight of God, for he that hateth 
\ BE Ybrother ts a murrthr rere Buifore the 
}, £ Lord wrought in Saw/ by bis Spirit he 
; © was a perſecuter , bis words and 
= © *tions are words an1 xRi-ns of cru- 
t, B f1ty , ſpeaking borits jmpriform'nc 
» If diſperſing to the people of God, But 
- | when God wrought by his Spirit in 
r © him, and made him of a perſecuting 
- £ Sa#{a prexcting Pax!, whac a chance 
was there in f1m2? he was as if he 
lad been made up of p-acc,prayiug and 
| G be- 


Gdin the fiery heat of our deviſions,in' 
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86 | Conppderations tending tomnity 
0... beſeeching not fercing and compelling. 
wi "**'* the ſervants of God to be ofa mind: 
Phil,4. 2. eXhorting to love, telling us we muſt - 
reftere with the ſpirit of meekse (ſe one 
Gal.s.!. overiaken With a fault. That the ſer- 


vant of God muſt not frive but be gen- 
tle nnto all men. In meekweſſc 1ftrutt- 


2 Tim 
2.240 


26, ing thoſe that oppoſe,and with patience 
; Waiting if God feraduenture will give 
Tic.3.:; them repentance to the acknowledging 
of the truth, And thac we ſhould be 

gentle hewaong all  meckueſſe wnto all 

2 Cor men. That the weapons of eur Warfare 
Io.4 ſhould #or be carnall but ſpiritnall; 


not the fruitsof the fleſh, ſtrifes aud 
Eph. oppoſtsoys one againſt. another ; not 
6.17- the ſword of the Magiſtrate to further 
our deſignes: bat the ſword of the ſpirit 
Which is the Word of Gods This is that 
weapon Which the Lord will wake 
mighty to caft down, the ftrong helds of 
mens inventions. Let us it we have 
that ſpirit which Pax! had, ſhew it as 
Paul did, by our peaceable diſpoſi- 
tions; putting in pratice thoſe who!- 
ſome inſtruRions, 3nd exhortations 
tending to peace and union given out 
from God unto us, by the ſpirit of 


m 
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eAMll alike precious to (rift. 

Seventhly , ler us conſider we are all 
alike deare and precious in the eyes of 
God, and our ſaviour Jeſus Chriſt ſo 
dearly loving us as not thinking his pre- 
cious blaod coo much to {pend tor as to 
redeem as from heil and death unto hime 
ſelf, he inaketh no difference bur. infi- 
nitely lovech all thoſe thar are his, ler us' 
then tenderly love one another, if we 
love him that begat let us alſo love then 
that are begotten of him : how dare we 
to hate any yea to have any riſing of 
ſpirit againſt any chat we cannot but - 


'- think .chey are the people of God, 


and then moſt tenderly loved by 
God who will take notice of all oppoſi- 
tions againſt them, Yea. let us take 
heed of ſetting our ſelves againſt any, 
chough they are yer in a naturall condi- 
tion, and we can ſee nothing of God in 
his workings in them, yet they may be 
deare and precious in the fight of God, 
let us not therefore {ct our {elves againlt 
them, 


We ſbould do as We Would 
be done by. 
Eightly, Icis the Command of Chriſt, 
Whatſoever you would that men ſhould do 
WO G 4 | to. 


 (onfderations tenging to unity 
to you do ye even ſo to them. This is his 
command who is our ſaviour and may 
juitly challenge our obedience: when we 
have any rilng of hearts againſt any 
brethren, let us ſerioufly conſider with 
oar ſelves whether we could be willing 
. that others ſhould have riſeings of ſpi- 
rit again{t us :; if we hate others, whe- 
ther we would be willing to have others 
to hate us ; if we go about to perſecute 
others by our tongues, or actions ; by 
ſcofts, or reproaches, or torged reports 
to make them odious unto the world ; 
let us lay our hands upon our hearts and 
ſeriouſly conſider with our ſclves whe- 
thcr we would be willing that others 
ſhould reproach us , or ſcoff at us , or 
nick-name us, or ſet forth to the world 
falcities to make us odioas unto them, 
and if we would not, let us not do the 
Iike : when any of us may have any 
thoughts in us to call for the {word of 
the Magiltrarte co cur off our brethren, 
to banyſh , or impriſon them becauſe 
they difter in judgement from us, let us 
ſuppreſſe ſuch a motion ſuch a tempra- 
tron of ſatan (for it is10 better) with 
this thought,] would not have others to 
dcale thus with me. Was there not a 
time that umpolcing formes, tying Con- 
ſcicnc,s, pillerying, whipping, iumpriſo- 
ning 
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amongſt Gods people: 
ning, baniſhing for contrariety of judge- 
ment were burdens, and inſupportable 


yoakes unto ſome of us ?' and will they 


not be as much burdens and yoakesS now 


unto our brethren as then unto us ? did” 


we not then deſire to be delivered, oh 
then let us not now, deſire to impoſe, 
far be it from us to walke ſo contrary 
unco the Command of Chriſt our 
Malter, 


The World a field for the tares 
to groW 1s 

Ninthly, It may be ſome may be of 
this miadegthat diſorderly walking bre- 
thren may nor live in the fame land 
with them : if any are of this minde 
their conſciences are not to be bound in 
this thing : bur then they muſt obſerve 
the Apoſtles rules , Withdraw thy ſelf 
from every brother that walkgth diſorder- 
ly. And come out from amongit them, and 
be you ſeperate , touch not the nncleane 


thing, And then if any be of this minde 


the 

and themſelves to depart out of the 
land', and not to baniſh their bre- 
thren, 


2 Theſ.3. 
6 


2 Cor. 6. 
I7. 


ought ro withdraw themſalves, 


F 


But feſus Chriſt who harh a/l power Math «13. . I! | 


in heaven and in earth given unto him, ? 8 +» 9+30 


1d to be a field for 


hath alotted the wor 
| the 
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the-tares to growin, and commandeth 
thar.zhey- ſhall notbe plucked ap, but 
willeave that unto the laſt day,& giveth 
a reaſon, leſt-When We pluck wp tares we 
pluck, wp Wheat alſo, our judgements are 
riot {6 infallible bur we way be decei- 
ved, And if che world be for the tares, 
why not then this Kingdome as well as 
another ? what {þGculd another King-" 
dome do with the natives of this, when 
the brethren of the ſame Kingdome caſt 
them out and know not what rodo with 
them? | 

Therefore I fee no reaſon why any of 

us ſhould depart out of the Land, but 
that all of us ſhould live lovingly and 
peaccably rogether in it, and love toge- 
ther as brethren, walking inall due obe- 
dience unto thoſe Magiſtrates which 
the Lord, not man hath ſet over us ; if 
any walk diſorderly in the Church, they 
arc to be admoniſhed&withdrawn from 
by the Church,”and if they be obſtinate 
there is a ſword of Church cenſure to 
cut thtm trom the Church: and if any 
do diſturbe the outward peace ef the 
State, The Magiſtrate beareth not the 
ſword in wvaiae, they mult be puniſhed 
.according to their deſerts : but ſo long 
as -ſcverall opinions carry themſelves 
peaceably in the land, though they ſhall | 
: . nc | 
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amons ſt Coas people; 
not agree” with us in judgement in r& 
gard of outward worſhip yet we ought 
not to indeavour their rooting out ; 
building upon the ſame precious fon 
dation (other then which #one can ſay) 
namely Chrift though they may baild 
pon 3t, Wood, or Hay, or Stwble they 
that build Gold, or ſilver, vr. pr 1096s 

ones cannot have any hurt by ir, they 
only that build it ſhall recerve'loſſe, 
therefore let us not ſet our ſelves a- 
gainſt chem. Yea though we could not 
ſee that they builded upon this tounda- 
tion, yet we ougat not-to hate them 
byr pitcy and pray for them,- andin- 
ſtra& rhem better ; and though they 
be teares we ſhould let them grow untill 
the harveit in the fhcld» of the -world: 
though they ſhould be falſe teachers 


like that woman | nw they areonly Rev, 2.20; | 
to be in the Church, 22.23. 


not to be ſuffere 
being the Church which was blamed 
for ſuffering that falſe teacher to teach 
and not the world ; and when Chriſt 


| had ſpoken of this he deth not bid 
*- them {et themſelves againſt her to cut 


her off, but himſelfe will take the mat- 
ter into his own hand, and caft her into 
abed, and them that commit adultery 
With her into great tribulation, and Will 


kill her children With death: all that 
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'& 0#fpderations renoing to wuity 
we have to do is to withdraw our 
felves. from di/orderly Walkers , and 
commit our cauſe unto God who 1#9g- 
eth righteenfly, whoſe vengeance 15, and 
who will repay; We ought not to take 
Geds office ont of his hand. 

A poſtcript ro that of Vnity. 
"T*kus have indeavoured to fer be- 
.& foreus ſome confiderations Which 
may be a2S motives or arguments tO 
perſwade us unto this needtull duty: 
of peace and unitie, Oh that the Lerd 
would be pleaſed thongh they are 
weakly ſet before us by me, yct to 
make them ſtrong by his power 2u- 
ing along with them , that he would: 
ſer on theſe and many - others that 
might be brought, by his Spirir bring 
57g to Terermby.ance 1N the ſouls of his 
people,thar we might exdeavony to tive 
peaceably with all men ſo far as lieth in 
% : That he yiou!d cauſe love & peace 
to flow from Chriſt our head into all 
his members , thar it might be like 
that precious 'and ſweer oyntment: 
poured pon the head of Aaron which” 
run down all his garments, t hat we 
might ſeek after the things which wake 

for peace. That difference of judge- 
ment may not make ſuch difference of 
affection 
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among it Gods people. 
zffc&ions amongſt rhe people of God 
as we now fad)y experience it doth 
diſturbing that glorious band of aniry 
which ottght to link the people of 
Goa rogether nearer in.aft-ction_rhen 
any tic of naturairelaction:;oh chat now 
, our ſouls mjghr be $37 top 0: her 51 love 
that we may walk i» love as Chrif 
hath loved us till we all come inthe uni- 
ty of tue Spirit unto aperfett man, unto 
the meaſure of the ſtature of the ſuines 
of Chri/t : when that which « in part 
ſhall be done away , and our ſouls filled 
with perfcR peace , in a gloryons en- 
joyment of kim who is the God of 
Peace, 
A Word apon eccaſion. 

I conceive ſome of late have failed 
very much , whoſe want of boyyels of 
love and peacableneſſe of diſpoſition 
unto their brethren , hath carried them 
ſo farre as to petition again! their bre- 
thren that tolleration miay not be gran= 
ted, and uſe words in their ſpeeches and 
writings , for the ſtirring up the ſword 
of the Magiſtrate againſt them : ſo that 
if the Magiſtrate had been as forward as 
they, the good deſerts of choſe which 
have' been moſt hearty for the cauſe, 
that have hazarded moſt in* defence 
of the ſubjects liberty, and thereby have 


Conſiderations tending ta unity 
deſerved well of their Country , tha® 


| bavefreely offered themſelues,and jeepar- 
_ ded therr lives.in the high places Feke 


Luk.6.27 
28,35. 


field, that. have come out(in this timze of 
7aacobs troubles) to the help of the Lord 
againft the mighty : the deſerts (I ſay) 
of theſc thould have bcen forgotten and 
not regarded ; their reward ſhould have 
been baniſhment , or impriſonment , if 
not worſe, if worſe could be : Bur mag- 
nified be our good God , that he hath 


-pur ſuch a ſpirit of Jove and peace into. 


our renoWned and Worthy Parliament, 
that notwithſtanding all inſtigations 
and provokings of them againſt us, yet: 
we live peaceable and quiet lives under 
them. I ſpeak not this to this end that 
we ſhould have any riſing of ſpirit jnus, 
any hatred or unpeaceable thoughts a- 

ainſt thoſe which ſhould thus go a- 
Four to ſtir vp the ſword of the Ala- 
giftrateagainſt us, no farre be this from 
us, We have not ſo learned Chriſt ; we 
are to love thoſe that bate us , to pray for 
thoſe Which deſpightfully uſe us, and per- 


ſecute us : But that we may ſee how far 


zeal for God ( which 1 am aſſured ſome 
of them have ) may carry us beſide the 
word of God z and that we may labour | 
that our zeal may be Fight uided -4c- 
cording to the word of God, tharWwele 
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amongſt Gods people: 
zealous in a good matter , otherwiſe our 
zeal may do much hurt. Alſo , that we 
may pray for them , that where they 
have not gone according to the rule of 


the Word, the Lord would be pleaſed to 


convince them of their failing, and to 


turn their hearcs that they may fo/loW roma. 
thoſe things which make for Peace , and 19, 


things WhereWith one may edifie another : 
| Yea that the Lord (if it be his will ) 
would ſo farre change their hearts , that 
they might joyn wich us in our humble 


defires unto that Honourable ( ourt of 
Parliament, that they Would be pleaſed to 


accept of our prayers , which With conjoy- 
ned hearts We ſhall ſend up to the throne 
of grace continually for them , that the 
Work of the Lord may proſper in their 
hands : of our bodtes, eſtates , and lives 
Which ſhall lie at their feet to be comman- 
ded by them: and onely that they Would 
leave the rnle of axnr conſciences unto him 
Whoſe prerogative onely it 1s to rule the 
conſcience ; namely, Jeſus Chriſt. 
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